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Pray  for 
specifics 

RICHMOND,  Va  — Put  a  verb  in  that  prayer  request,  Catherine  Walker 
advises  Southern  Baptist  foreign  missionaries. 

To  W  alker ,  who  heads  intercessory  prayer  efforts  at  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  the  secret  to  successful  praying  often  lies  in  the  way  a  petition  is 
worded. 

“I  tell  missionaries  not  to  say ,  ‘Pray  for _ ,*  but  to  say,  ‘Pray  that  God 

will - i  and  insert  a  verb  in  that  blank. 

“They  should  make  their  requests  as  though  God  is  going  to  take  action 
on  the  verb,"  she  says. 

Although  prayer  requests  are  always  uppermost  on  Walker’s  mind  and 
in  the  minds  of  Southern  Baptist  missionaries,  these  requests  seem  espe¬ 
cially  urgent  during  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions.  From  Togo 
to  Taiwan,  the  requests  pour  in  from  approximately  3,000  missionaries 
assigned  to  95  countries.  They  rely  heavily  on  united  prayer  power  to 
enable  them  to  spread  the  gospel. 

Reflecting  on  this  year’s  theme,  “How  Shall  They  Hear?”  Walker  says, 
“I  am  thrilled  when  I  realize  that  when  we  ask  for  the  evangelization  of  the 
lost  we  will  receive  answers. 

I  feel  equally  frightened  to  realize  if  we  do  not  ask  we  will  not  receive.  ” 

Walker  says  that  many  recent  prayer  requests  from  missionaries  men¬ 
tion  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign  Missions.  The  na¬ 
tional  offering  goal  is  350  million.  It  provides  approximately  one-half  of  the 
operating  budget  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  - 

Walker’s  advice  comes  froiff experience — for  34  years  she  was  a  missio¬ 
nary  to  Indonesia.  She  retired  last  December  and  two  months  later  as¬ 
sumed  the  position  of  coordinator  of  prayer  requests  that  arrive  daily  at 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

“Missionaries  in  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala  always  want  to  be  pro¬ 
tected  from  physical  danger  because  of  the  political  unrest  in  those  coun¬ 
tries,”  she  says. 

New  arrivals  on  missions  fields  usually  ask  that  God  help  them  learn  the 
language  of  the  country  they’re  assigned  to. 

Other  common  requests  are  prayer  for  national  Christians  in  danger  of 
succumbing  to  pressures  from  families  to  reject  their  faith. 

Missionaries  also  frequently  ask  that  barriers  to  witness  be  broken  and 
that  more  Southern  Baptists  in  America  will  answer  God’s  call  to  foreign 


Walker  encourages  missionaries  to  make  their  requests  as  specific  as 
possible.  These,  she  says,  tend  to  generate  more  interest  and  help  those 
who  pray  feel  personally  involved  with  missions. 

One  specific  prayer  request  came  recently  from  Yemen  where  mis¬ 
sionaries  asked  for  prayer  for  a  well  being  dug  on  the  Baptist  hospital 
compound. 

“They  asked  that  water  be  found  in  the  next  four  meters  of  drilling 
because  that  was  as  far  as  they  could  go,”  she  says. 

“People  prayed  and,  sure  enough,  water  was  found  within  four  meters. 
“But  people  were  so  interested  in  that  request.  I  think  it  was  because  it 
was  so  specific  that  they  were  going  to  know  if  that  prayer  was  answered,” 
she  says.  (WMU) 

(A  partial  needs  list  for  prayer  is  on  page  2). 

Jackson  music  minister 
works  in  revival  series 


By  Greg  Warner 

MAGNOLIA,  Ark.  (BP)— From  the 
front  row,  it  looked  like  any  other 
Southern  Baptist  revival.  The 
preacher  offered  a  simple  message  of 
new  life  in  Christ  from  chapter  three  of 
John.  The  congregation  sang  “Just  As 
I  Am.” 

But  it  was  no  ordinary  revival. 
Bttnflingl^tSjaiM^jevision  cameras 
werr  aimed  at  the  pulpit  recording 
each  appeal ;  outside,  a  network  of  ca¬ 
bles  led  to  a  van  full  of  technicians  and 
equipment. 

The  revival  also  was  a  television 
pilot— the  first  preaching  program  for 
the  American  Christian  Television 
Systems  (ACTS),  the  proposed  na¬ 
tional  Baptist  network. 

Television  crews  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission  came  to  the  small  Arkansas 
town  Oct.  18  to  videotape  four  nights  of 
revival  services  at  Central  Baptist 
Church.  The  services  will  be  edited 
into  an  evangelistic  program  called 
“Invitation  to  Life.” 

The  strategy  of  the  new  preaching 
program  is  to  conduct  revivals  in 
Southern  Baptist  churches  around  the 
country,  tape  the  services,  and  add 
short  feature  segments  on  church 
members  ministering  in  the  com¬ 
munities.  The  edited  programs  will  be 
test-marketed  in  selected  cities  and 
later  incorporated  into  the  weekly 
schedule  of  ACTS  programming. 

“The  reaon  we’re  taking  this  kind  of 
approach,”  RTVC  President  Jimmy 
R.  Allen  explained,  “is  that  it  is  cen¬ 
tered  in  local  churches  and  can  com¬ 
municate  not  only  the  salvation  ex¬ 
perience  with  Christ,  but  also  the  nur¬ 
turing  community  of  one  church.” 


When  ACTS  goes  on  the  air,  the 
RTVC  tentatively  plans  to  conduct  one 
revival  each  month. 

John  Bisagno,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Houston,  preached  the 
revival  services  in  Magnolia.  Larry 
Black,  minister  of  music  for  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.,  led  the 
music. 


the  pilot  from  “a  number  of  gifted 
pastor-evangelists  around  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention.  ” 

The  “Invitation  to  Life”  Crusade;  as 
the  Magnolia  revival  was  called,  was 
planned  by  the  RTVC  and  Central  Bap¬ 
tist.  A  similar  crusade  and  taping  was 
done  at  North  Phoenix  Baptist  church 
in  Phoenix,  Nov.  1-4. 

According  to  Allen,  the  two  churches 
were  chosen  to  give  the  RTVC  a 
chance  to  fry  the  “Invitation  to  Life” 
strategy  in  different  settings.  “For  the 
pilot  we  wanted  cities  that  would  be 
representative  of  two  different  loca¬ 
tions  where  Southern  Baptistchurches 
are  live  and  witnessing,”  he  ex¬ 
plained.  “Magnolia  was  chosen  as  a 
small  town;  Phoenix  was  chosen  as  a 
growing  city  in  the  Sunbelt.” 

The  shows  are  expected  to  be  aired 
on  consecutive  Thursday  nights 
(January  7,  14,  21,  and  28)  on  WX1A- 
TV,  Channel  11  (NBC),  in  Atlanta; 
KERO-TV,  Channel  23  (NBC),  and 
Bakersfield,  Calif.;  WLOS-TV  Chan¬ 
nel  13  (ABC),  which  serves  Greenville 
and  Spartanburg,  S.C.  and  Asheville, 
N.C.;  and  KTPX-TV,  Channel  9 
(ABC),  Midland  and  Odessa,  Texas. 
Independent  station,  WOFL-TV, 
Channel  35,  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  will  air 
(Continued  on  page  3) 
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Conference  on  spiritual 
awakening  set  for  Jackson 


A  “spiritual  awakening”  conference  j 
is  set  for  Dec.  19-12  at  Colonial  Heights 
Baptis^hurciUn  Jackson .  j 
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Taylor  spiritual  awaken- 
ing  through  prayer,  music,  and 
preaching. 

The  conference  opens  at  7  p.m., 
Thursday,  Dec.  10  with  special  music 
by  R.  L.  and  Beth  Sigrest,  music 
evangelists  from  Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

Glenn  Sheppard,  whose  title  at  the 
HMB  is  Special  Assistant  in  Spiritual 
Awakening  for  the  Evangelism  Sec¬ 
tion,  will  be  the  first  speaker  talking  or 
“Vision  for  Revival.” 

The  other  major  speaker  for  the 


R.  L.  and  Beth  Sigrest 

opening  session  will  be  Jack  Taylor,  a 
Texas  evangelist  and  former  first  vice 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  He  will  speak  on  “The  Need 
for  Awakening.” 

Each  session  will  include  prayer 
group  time. 

The  Friday  morning  session  begins 
at  8:30  a.m.  and  will  have  three  mes- 


Drummond  Hylton 

sages.  “Jim  Hylton,  pastor  of  Lake 
County  Baptist  Church,  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.,  will  speak  on  “The  New  Albany 
Revival,”  a  revival  in  Indiana  where 
Hylton  preached  that  lasted  for 
months. 

Taylor  will  speak  that  session  on 
“When  the  Fire  Falls.”  And  Lewis 
Drummond  professor  of  evangelism  at 
Southern  Seminary.  Louisville,  Ky., 
will  talk  on  “Great  Men  of  Awaken¬ 
ing.” 

The  Friday  afternoon  session  begins 


Coleman  Blessitt 

at  1  ;45  p.m.  Hylton  will  speak  on  “Ex¬ 
periencing  Personal  Awakening.” 
Robert  Coleman,  professor  of 
evangelism  at  Asbury  Seminary, 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  will  speak  on  “One  Di¬ 
vine  Moment.”  And  Drummond  will 
talk  on  “The  Anatomy  of  an  Awaken¬ 
ing.” 

Friday  evening’s  session  begins  at  7 
p.m.  with  the  Sigrests  in  special 
music,  as  they  will  begin  each  session. 
Taylor  is  to  speak  on  “The  Burden  for 
Awakening.”  Arthur  Blessitt, 
evangelist  who  travels  theworld  car¬ 
rying  a  large  wooden  cross  in  order  to 
get  people's  attention  and  preach  to 
them,  will  speak  on  “The  Glory  of 
God.” 

The  final  session  of  the  conference 
begins  Saturday,  Dec.  12  at  8:30  a.m. 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

Convention 
Board  meets 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  in  its  post  convention  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  last  week,  elected 
Charles  Pickering,  Laurel  attorney,  as 
president  and  named  12  persons  to  its 
Executive  Committee  along  with  its 


Executive  Committee  elected 


Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  which  includasthe  officers  of  the 
board,  are  shown  after  their  election  last  Week.  Seated  left  to 
right  are  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary-treasurer;  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Yates,  secretary  of  both  the  Convention  Board  and  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee;  Ed  Gandy,  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee;  Charles  Pickering,  president  of  the  Convention  Board; 


Charles  Bagwell,  vice-chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee; 
and  James  F.  Yates,  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  Standing  left  to  right  are  Howard  Smith,  Louis  Smith, 
Leo  Barker,  Dan  Thompson.  Clyde  Little,  Mitton  Koon,  W.  L. 
Compere,  James  A.  Lewis.  Ronnie  Massey,  and  Bartis  Harper. 
Mrs.  Fanny  Mae  Cothran,  vice-president  of  the  Convention 
Board,  was  not  present. 


Religious  freedom  belief 
is  still  Baptist  distinctive 


Denomination  would  get 
equal  pension  treatment 


By  Larry  Chesser 

WASHINGTON  (BP)-A  bill  provid¬ 
ing  more  equitable  treatment  of  par¬ 
ticipants  in  Baptist  and  other  denomi¬ 
national  pension  plans  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  House  of  Representatives 

The  bill,  H.  R.  5087,  would  amend  the 
Employee  Retirement  Income  Sec¬ 
urity  ACT  (ERISA)  to  allow  church 
plan  participants  more  equitable 
means  of  making  “catch  up”  pay¬ 
ments  in  later  years  to  compensate  for 
inadequate  or  nonexistent  deposits  in 
earlier  years.  Also,  it  would  provide 
lower  paid  church  employees  more 
opportunity  to  participate  regularly  in 
tax  sheltered  church  retirement  pro¬ 
grams. 

“It  represents  a  large  step  toward 
assuring  our  ministers  and  lay 
employees  of  adequate  retirement  al¬ 
lowances,’’  said  Rep.  Barber  B.  Coo- 
able,  R-N  !Y.,  who  joined  House  major¬ 
ity  leader  James  C.  Wright  Jr., 
D-Texaa,  in  sponsoring  the  measure 

Current  law  places  two  limits  on  the 
amount  that  can  be  deposited  into  tax 
sheltered  pension  plans.  One  is  based 
on  a  percentage  of  income  multiplied 
by  the  number  of  years  in  the  current 
job.  The  other  is  the  lesser  of  25  per¬ 
cent  of  income  or  825,000  (adjusted  by 
cost  of  living).  The  lower  figure  pro¬ 
duced  by  these  two  limits  becomes  the 


amount  which  can  be  contributed 
without  income  tax  consequences. 

Specifically,  the  bill  would  allow 
church  plan  participants  seeking  to 
“catch  up”  the  same  options  for  over¬ 
riding  the  25  percent/825,000  limit  that 
current  law  permits  teachers,  hospital 
workers  and  employees  of  home 
health  service  agencies  who  make 
small  or  no  pension  contributions  dur¬ 
ing  the  early  stages  of  their  careers. 

The  proposed  bill  is  being  pushed  by 
the  Church  Alliance  for  Clarification 
of  ERISA,  a  coalition  representing  27 
denominational  pension  boards 
headed  by  Darold  H.  Morgan,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Annuity  Board. 

Morgan,  who  has  spearheaded  ef¬ 
forts  to  have  Congress  clarify  the 
meaning  of  the  massive  ERISA  for 
church  pension  plans,  told  Baptist 
Press  that  another  key  feature  in  the 
new  bill  eliminates  the  “inequity 
between  congregational  and  hierar¬ 
chical  and  congregational  polities. 

“What  we're  seeking  is  equity  and 
fairness,”  Morgan  declared.  He  said 
the  measure  would  eliminate  inequity 
‘ ‘by  allotting  all  churches  to  be  treated 
fairly”  and  “by  putting  pastors  and 
denominational  employees  where 
teachers  and  hospital  employees  are  ” 

(Chesser  writes  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee.) 


By  James  Dunn,  Director 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  PdUlc  Affairs 

“It  is  for  freedom  that  Christ  has  set  you  free”  (Gala- 
tains  5:1). 

Religious  freedom  is  the  fundamental  freedom.  It  goes 
back  to  the  purpose  of  God  in  creation.  It  is  rooted  in  the 
very  nature  of  God .  God  dared  to  create  us  free  beings.  This 
liberty  is  so  sacred,  so  basic,  so  inalienable  that  God  re¬ 
fuses  to  force  his  will  on  us.  So  no  outside  force  has  the  right 
to  dictate  another’s  inner  convictions.  It  is,  then,  morally 
wrong  to  force  one  person  to  support  mother's  religion. 

Religious  freedom  in  this  country  is  the  primary  focus  of 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee :  it  has  ever  been  a  Baptist 
distinctive. 

We  believe  in  freedom  because  of  our  doctrine  of  God. 
Though  he’s  omnipotent,  he  never  forced  anyone  from 
Adam  and  Eve  to  you  and  me  to  do  thiags  his  way.  God  is  „ 
love. 

We  believe  in  freedom  because  of  our  view  of  man.  All 
persons  are  made  in  God's  image.  The  idea  that  we  are  all 
made  like  him  is  a  concept  of  such  transcendent  impor¬ 
tance  that  any  difference  between  this  one  and  that  one 
fades  into  nothingness  by  comparison.  1  don’t  know  all  that 
it  means  to  be  made  in  God’s  image.  It  means  at  least  that 
we  are  able  to  respond  to  him  .  .  able  to  respond  .  .  . 
response  able  .  .  .  responsible. 

It  would  be  some  fiendish  devil  in  hell,  not  God,  who 
offered  his  invitations  to  salvation  if  we  were  unable, 
locked  out,  unfree  to  answer,  to  come  to  him. 

It  would  be  a  mockery  of  truth,  the  ultimate  hypocrisy, 
the  essence  of  deceit  if  God  lovingly  invited  us  to  come  to 
him  and  we  were  made  like  marionettes,  put  together  like 
puppets  and  could  not  say  “no.”  If  we  have  no  choice,  then 
the  Bible  story  is  a  lie.  If  we  have  no  choice,  then  Jesus  died 
for  nothing.  But  we  have  a  choice;  religious  freedom,  then, 
is  the  fundamental  freedom. 

We  believe  in  freedom  because  of  our  belief  in  the  abso¬ 
lute  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ.  As  George  W.  Truett  said, 
“That  doctrine  is  for  Baptists  the  dominant  fact  in  all  their 
Christian  experience,  the  nerve  center  of  all  their  Christian 
life,  the  bedrock  of  ail  their  church  polity.  ■  ."“One  is  your 
Master,  even  Christ,  and  all  ye  are  brethren.” 

We  believe  in  freedom  because  of  our  doctrine  of  the 
Bible.  B.  H.  Carroll  said  it  clearly: 

“The  New  Testament  is  the  law  of  Christianity. 

All  the  New  Testament  is  the  law  of  Christianity. 

The  New  Testament  is  all  the  law  of  Christianity. 

The  New  Tes lament  will  always  be  all  the  law  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.” 

<  We  believe  in  freedom  because  of  our  understanding  of 
evangelism.  Peppermint  Patti  in  Peaaoto  recently  expres¬ 
sed  a  popular  understanding  of  evangelism.  She  said,  “I 


James  Dunn  greets  well-wishers  following  delivery  of  the 
closing  speech  of  the  1981  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 
That  speech  Is  reproduced  here. 

would  have  made  a  good  evangelist.  You  know  that  kid  who 
sits  behind  me  at  school  ?  I  convinced  him  that  my  religion 
is  better  than  his  religion.”  Linus,  who  had  been  following 
along  behind  amazed,  asks,  “How’d  you  do  that?”  “I  hit 
him  with  my  lunch  box!” 

In  1918,  George  W.  Truett  said,  “As  a  Baptist,  believing 
in  the  competency  of  the  individual  in  all  matters  of  the 
soul .  I’d  rejoice  to  see  men  everywhere  accept  the  tenets  of 
my  faith,  but  if  by  the  pressure  of  the  weight  of  mv  little 
finger  I  could  physically  coerce  every  person  in  the  world 
to  become  a  Baptist,  I  would  withhold  the  pressure.” 

An  early  pope  rode  through  the  streets  of  a  great  city, 
dipping  a  tree  branch  in  water  and  slinging  the  wet  limb 
over  the  crowds.  All  who  were  touched  by  a  drop  of  blessed 
holy  water  were  baptized  and  pronounced  “Christian.” 
What  evangelism ! 

The  spirit  of  authentic  evangelism  and  the  roots  of  free¬ 
dom  are  indissoluble,  vital,  universal.  You  can't  have  one 
without  the  other.  They  are  like  breathing  out  and  brea¬ 
thing  in.  You  can't  choose  between  them.  Without  either 
you're  dead.  Without  voluntariness  religious  expression  is 
false  and  empty. 

Every  invitation  issued  in  the  Bible  implies  the  freedom 
to  accept  or  reject.  Every  wonderful  “whosoever  will” 
suggests  the  right  to  follow  or  to  turn  away.  Every  “Come 
unto  me”  reminds  us  that  we  are  free. 

(Continued  on  page  2) 


was  elected  vice-president  of  the 
board,  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Yates  ofEupora 
was  elected  secretary.  The  three  Con¬ 
vention  Board  officers  and  the  12 
members  of  the  board  elected  make  up 
the  15-person  Executive  Committee. 

The  new  Executive  Committee 
members  are  Ed  Gandy  of  Kosciusko, 
Dan  Thompson  of  AckermaK,  Louis' 
Smith  of  Canton,  Ronnie  Massey  of 
Meridian,  Leo  Barker  of  Baldwyn, 
Charles  Bagwell  of  Columbus,  W.  L. 
Compere  of  Newton,  Milton  Koon  of 
Booneville,  Clyde  Uttle  of  Forest, 
Bartis  Harper  of  Tylertown,  Howard 
Smith  of  Vicksburg,  and  James  A. 
Lewis  of  Blue  Mountain. 

Gandy  chairman 

Gandy  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  Bagwell 
was  elected  vice-chairman.  Mrs. 
Yates  was  elected  secretary  of  that 
body  also. 

The  Education  Commission  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Convention  Board  with 
the  proposed  breakdown  for  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  funds  going  to  the  four 
convention-sponsored  colleges.  Joe 
Tuten,  chairman  of  the  Education 
Commission,  made  the  report  and 
noted  that  Clarke  College  will  continue 
to  be  considered  as  a  separate  school 
in  the  fund  distribution  through  the 
1963  budget  year. 

Tuten  said  he  feels  it  will  take  four  or 
five  years  to  know  what  may  happen  in 
the  merger  operation  between  Clarke 
and  Mississippi  College.  He  said 
Clarke  needs  at  least  400  students.  The 
merger  is  not  complete,  he  said,  be¬ 
cause  care  is  being  exercised  not  to 
threaten  the  accreditation  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  in  the  process.  Clarke  is 
accredited  as  a  junior  college. 

This  year  the  full-time  equivalency 
in  numbers  of  students  at  Clarke 
shows  an  addition  of  five  over  last 
year,  Tuten  noted .  He  added  that  there 
are  about  50  additional  non-degree 
special  students  who  are  not  repealed 
in  the  full-time  equivalent  figures. 
Full-time  equivalency  is  the  total 
number  of  hours  taught  divided  by  12. 
In  graduate  schools  the  figure  is  di¬ 
vided  by  nine. 

Compere,  a  former  president  at 
Clarke,  said  the  students  there  this 
year  are  there  without  recruitment; 
and  he  feels  the  picture  is  brighter 
than  was  anticipated.  The  Clarke  full¬ 
time  equivalent  for  this  semester  is 
132. 

Blue  Mountain  College  has  309  full¬ 
time  equivalent,  Mississippi  College 
has  2,138,  and  William  Carey  has  1357. 
This  is  a  total  of  3,934.  Of  these,  the 
ministerial  full-time  equivalency  is 
251 .  These  are  figures  from  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Commission  report. 

In  the  basic  budget  for  1982  the 
Christian  Education  portion  is 
82,387,000.  Of  this,  8718,100  will  go  for 
administration,  11.196,500  for  instruc¬ 
tion.  8238,700  for  graduate  studies, 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


Nazareth  school  faces  cuts 
as  financial  woes  increase 


CAGE  *  BAPTIST  RECORD 


ious  freedom  belief 


NAZARETH,  Israel  (BP)— Triple-  with  kindergarten  classes  through  An  official  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
digit  inflation  and  an  unexpected  hike  grade  12,"  said  assistant  headmaster  Foreign  Mission  Board,  wnicn  contri 
in  teachers’ salaries  are  threatening  to  Fuad  Haddad.  butes  a  little  over  20  percent  of  the 

severely  curtail  Nazareth  Baptist  He  predicted  that  part  or  all  of  the  school’s  $300,000  budget,  said  much  of 
School’s  33-year-old  ministry.  primary  grades  will  have  to  be  drop-  the  Baptist  influence  in  Nazareth  and 

This  is  the  Paul  Rowden  school,  ped  if  more  funds  are  not  found  to  thewholeGalileeareahasbeendueto 
named  for  the  late  Southern  Baptist  offset  Israel's  rampant  inflation  that  the  school. 

missionary  to  Israel.  topped  130  percent  in  the  first  nine  Through  this  school  Baptists  have 

Compounding  the  school’s  financial  months  of  the  year.  become  known  and  respected,  ac- 

distress  is  a  government-mandated  25  Since  the  primary  school  takes  the  cording  to  J.  D.  Hughey,  the  board  s 
percent  salary  hike  for  elementary  largest  share  of  the  school’s  operating  director  for  Europe  and  the  Middle 
and  high  school  teachers,  including  the  budget,  cuts  probably  would  begin  East.  “Doors  have  op^nedfor  a  Christ- 
27  at  the  600-student  Baptist  school,  with  kindergarten-and  the  first  six  ian  witness.  It  is  unashamedly  Christ- 
Higher  fees  assessed  students  in  Sep-  grades,  according  to  Southern  Baptist  ian.  Regular  chapel  services  and  even 
tember  will  not  olfse*  the  unexpected  representative  Ray  Hicks,  the  school’s  revival  services  are  held  in  the  school 
salary  increases  effective  the  end  of  director.  for  faculty  and  students. 

October.  He  and  Haddad  say  it  is  a  “pity”  to  In  an  effort  to  continue  the  ministry, 

“This  may  be  the  lastyear  of  opera-  make  such  drastic  changes  in  the  the  school  has  set  up  a  development 
tion  of  the  school  as  we  have'-itnow,  school  because  it  maintains  a  good  fund  in  Israel  and  the  United  States 
/  academic  rating  with  the  government  and  has  appealed  to  more  than  900 

■—  •  4  . . (  and  has  excellent  standing  in  the  alumni  in  the  two  countries.  An  esti- 

j  j  community.  Despite  constant  in-  mated  40  percent  of  the  projected 

creases  in  school  fees,  parents  insist  budget  for  the  next  academic  year  will 
that  their  children  continue,  Hicks  depend  on  gifts  from  this  fund,  Haddad 
said.  said. 


they  could  not  go  constitutionally,  a  subterfuge,  an  attempt 
to  do  indirectly  what  is  directly  illegal.  Over  and  over 
voters  all  over  the  country  have  seen  through  this  ploy  and 
turned  it  down. 

7.  Illogical.  In  convoluted  reasoning  unworthy  of  United 
States  senators,  Moyhihan  and  Packwood  argue  that  be¬ 
cause  parents  have  a  right  to  send  their  children  to  private 
and  parochial  schools  that  All  taxpayers  must  help  them  do 

it. 

8.  Destructive— of  the  public  schools,  allowing  the  non¬ 
public  schools  the  possibility  of  skimming  off  the  best  and 
leaving  the  more  difficult,  more  expensive-to-educate 
children  in  public  schools.  The  issue  is  nothing  less  than  the 
future  of  the  public  schools.  We’d  be  paying  a  premium 
with  tax  dollars  for  withdrawing  children  from  the  public 
schools,  setting  up  two  separate  but  unequal  systems. 

9.  Expensive— at  a  time  when  budget  cuts  touch  the  old, 
the  young,  the  poor,  the  handicapped.  How  can  we  even 
consider  spending  (4  to  $7  billion  on  a  new,  untried,  ill- 
advised,  bitterly  argued  program.  As  Senator  Everett 
Dirksen  once  said,  “You  spend  a  billion  here  and  a  billion 
there  and  before  long  you’re  talking  about  real  money.” 

10.  Finally,  it’s  intrusive.  The  very  reason  for  having 
private  and  church  schools  is  so  they’ll  be  free  to  be  diffe¬ 
rent,  to  do  their  own  thing.  Rules  and  regulations  would 
certainly  follow  tax  dollars.  Government  control  would  be. 
as  certain  to  follow  government  subsidy  as  night  follows 
day.  Without  some  controls  we’d  have  Moonie  schools, 
Klan  schools.  Black  Muslim  schools,  and  Hare  Krishna 
schools  benefiting  from  our  tax  policy. 

We  don’t  need  any  scheme  to  use  the  public  schools  for 
religious  purposes. 

We  don’t  need  any  gimmicks  to  funnel  tax  dollars  into 
jpivate  and  parochial  schools. 

r®  Thomas  Jefferson  put  it  clearly:  “to  compel  a  man  to 
furnish  contributions  of  money  for  the  propagation  of  opin¬ 
ions  he  disbelieves  is  sinful  and  tyrannical.” 

There’s  a  threat  from  the  other  side  of  the  street. 

Government  is  out  of  bounds,  meddling  in  matters  of 
religion. 

Some  would  have  government  investigate  cults  ...  we 
Baptists  would  soon  be  under  scrutiny. 

Some  would  have  the  CIA  use  our  missionaries  for  spying 
.  .  .  sharing  the  gospel  would  be  put  in  jeopardy 
everywhere  that  took  place. 


-  (Continued  from  page  1 ) 

Unfortunately,  some  among  us  have  forgotten  history, 

’  forsaken  their  identity  as  church-state  separationists,  and 
embraced  the  medieval  doctrines  that  we  have  so  long 
resisted.  Listen  to  the  first  person  singular  pronouns  in  the 
diatribes  of  television  preachers.  Hear  their  appeals  to 
their  own  narrow  experience  as  authority.  Recognize  that 
what  they  want  is  not  a  free  nation  but  a  Theocracy,  and 
each  of  them  would  like  to  be  Theo. 

■  They  claim  from  the  state  both  freedom  and  special 
privilege. 

They  want  no  government  intervention,  but  they’d  like 
prayer  in  the  public  schools  and  tax  credits  for  children  in 
parochial  schools. 

We  cannot  have  it  both  ways. 

The.  kindest,  most  generous  analysis  of  these  doctrinal 
revisionists  sees  them  as  . .  . 

.  .  .  defectors  from  the  distinctives  that  made  Baptists 
champions  of  soul  freedom: 

...  traitors  to  the  Bible-based,  spirit-led,  time-tested 
commitment  to  church-state  separation, 

, .  .  opportunists  who  would  trade  off  the  freedom  of 
church-related  schools  for  a  ihess  of  tax  credit  pottage. 

One  of  the  least  desirable  results  of  cozying  up  to  gov¬ 
ernment  to  use.  it  and  be  used  by  it  will  be  the  wave  of 
anti-clericalism  and  public  contempt  already  emerging, 
the  new  birth  is  trivialized,  precious  teachings  of  scripture 
are  mocked  because  of  the  excesses  of  electronic 
evangelists. 

One  of  the  most  devastating  and  destructive  aspects  of 
this  new  approach  is  a  weakened  witness  to  a  faith  that 
frees. 

So  many  have  said  so  much  for  so  long  and  have  been  so 
wrong  about  the  school  prayer  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  We  must  look  at  them. 

It  is  my  view  that  Baptists  should  be  grateful  for  these 
decisons  as  temporal,  legal  safeguards  for  church-state 
separation  which  is  itself  a  fence  or  a  hedge  about  religious 
liberty. 

1.  First,  we  should  be  honest:  The  battle  is  not  “to  put 
prayer  back  in  the  schools.”  That’s  offensive  to  theology. 

It’s  as  if  we  had  the  power  to  dump  the  Heavenly  Father  in 
a  wheelbarrow  and  carthim  around,  but  it’s  also  offensive 
to  common  sense.  It  is  state-sanctioned  prayer  these 
people  are  really  seeking.  For  the  state  to  allow  prayer 
implies  that  it  has  the  power  to  disallow  prayer.  We  cannot 
accept  that  Prayer  has  not  been  forbidden.  Voluntary 
prayer?  Of  course,  there’s  not  any  other  kind.  When  it 
comes  to  amendments  to  “return  religion  to  the  schools” 
there’s  a  simple  rule  of  thumb :  If  something’s  not  broke, 
don’t  fix  it. 

2.  Then,  there’s  a  serious  theological  question  about  the 
nature  of  prayer.  Genuine  prayer  can’t  be  permitted  or 
prevented.  Compelled  ritual  is  meaningless  and  not 
prayer.  All  religion  to  be  real  has  to  be  freely,  voluntarily 
entered.  Hear  these  simple  arguments. 

a).  Christians  cannot  fully  join  non-Christians  in  their 
prayers ;  and,  so,  non-Christians  should  not  be  expected  to 
enter  Christian  worship.  (It  could  well  keep  them  from 
ever  actually  becoming  Christian.) 

b.)  School  prayers  would  either  be  effective,  in  which 
case  they’d  constitute  indoctrination  and  be  therefore  un¬ 
fair,  or  they  would  be  ineffective,  in  which  case  they’d 
constitute  dilution.  We’ve  always  seen  the  benefits  of 
mechanical  prayer  as  minimal.  Mr.  Justice  Stevens,  a 
5  Baptist,  has  spoken  eloquently  about  the  dangers  of  “com- 
J  pelled  ritual."  ...  v  -r*v* 

*  3 .  Next,  there  is  a  very  practical  consideration  regarding 

’  implementation.  In  the  public  school  classroom  there 
t  should  be  no  compulsion  to  conformity,  no  coercion  of  con- 
:  science  regarding  religion.  Yet,  which  one  of  you  wants  to 
:  tell  a  little  8-year-old  girl  that  she  may  stand  aside,  leave 
:  the  room  and  not  participate,  marking  her  as  the  one  that 
:  doesn’t  believe  in  the  Good  of  the  class?  Who  among  us 
‘  would  want  to  be  the  teacher  to  tell  an  U-year-old  boy:  religious  activity 

:  ‘.‘Well,  if  you  don’t  want  to  leave  the  room,  you  may  play 
tike  you’re  praying”? 

It’s  bad  religion  and  bad  law;  there’s  no  way  to  apply 
fairly  school  prayers  in  a  pluralistic  society.  We’d  have 
Mormon  prayers  in  Utah,  Baptist  prayers  in  Mississippi, 
and  Buddhist  prayers  in  Hawaii. 

4.  Finally,  there’s  an  historic  argument  against  school 
prayers.  Look  at  other  nations  of  the  world  where  church 
and  state  are  wed  and  prayers  are  said  in  schools.  Would 
this  ritual  really  make  the  difference  some  claim? 

Public  school  devotionals  . . . 

.  .  .  haven’t  brought  church  going  to  England, 

. . .  peace  to  Northern  Ireland, 

. . .  vital  faith  to  Spain, 

. .  .  clean  newsstands  to  Denmark, 

.  .  .  purity  to  Sweden, 

...  or  common  decency  to  Iran.  . 

They  all  have  school  prayer. 

No,  the  claims- that  everything  went  wrong  because 
prayer  was  thrown  out  of  school  are  patent  poppycock. 

Baptists  have  rightly  understood  that  freedom  of  religion 
has  to  go  all  the  way  and  become  potentially  freedom  from 
religion  or  it’s  meaningless.  Unless  every  individual  is  free 
to  say  “no,”  then  his  “yes”  is  nothing.  A  plastic  doll  that 
says  “  I  love  you”  wheh  you  pull  a  string  means  nothing,  but 
a  Dennis  the  Menace  child ,  strong  willed ,  rebellious ,  with  a 
mind  of  his  own,  can  say  “I  love  you”  and  melt  a  heart  of 
stone. 

The  other  side  of  the  education  coin  involves  the  use  of 
public  money  for  private  and  parochial  education.  The 
particular  threat  just  now  is  labeled  “tuition  tax  credits.” 

The  various  plans  would  allow  a  tax  credit  on  one’s  income 
tax  for  a  set  amount  if  it  were  spent  for  education  at  a 
private  or  church  related  school.  It’s  just  as  much  a  tax 
expenditure  decision  by  the  Congress  as  if  an  item  were 
added  to  the  budget.  Not  a  deduction,  a  credit— taxes  not 
paid  by  the  individual  involved  and  therefore  paid  by  the 
rest  of  us  who  claim  no  such  credit. 

What’s  wrong  with  tuition  tax  credits! 

-  1.  They’re  discriminatory— help  for  those  who  need  it 
1  east.  The  really  poor  do  not  ha  ve  the  $500  to  $1 ,000  required 
to  qualify  for  this  one  additional  form  of  welfare  for  the 
well-off.  They  constitute  regressive  taxation. 

2.  Inflationary— offering  a  new  initiative  in  federal 
spending  with  uncontrollable  cost  escalation.  An  official  of 
the  National  Catholic  Education  Association  testified  ttr 
tuition  tax  credits  in  the  last  Congress  because  “it  would 
enable  us  to  increase  tuition.” 

3.  Unconstitutional— because,  in  fact,  almost  86  percent 
of  the  funds  would  wind  up  in  the  parochial  schools  of  one 
denomination.  The  Supreme  Court  in  Nyqnist  (1973)  ruled' 
out  tax  credits  on  Constitutional  grounds.  Excessive  en¬ 
tanglement  with  religion  is  unavoidable. 

4.  Undemocratic— because  they  would  encourage  and 
subsidize  segregation  academies  at  worst  and  substandard 
schools  at  least.  The  taxpayer  wpuld  have  no  say  over  the 
way  that  part  of  his  tax  dollar  iS  spent:  taxation  without 
representation.  Atpresent,  taxpayers  can  follow  their  edu¬ 
cation  dollar  through  the  16,000  freely  elected  school- 
boards.  School  board  members  can  be  forced  into  retire¬ 
ment.  But  tuition  tax  credit  dollars  are  beyond  the  voter's 
control. 

5.  Divisive— because  they  would  mandate  competition 
and  infighting  fir  the  public  dollar.  Private  and  parochial 
schoolmen  would  be  rooting  like  little  pigs  at  the  trough  of 

i  tax  money.  Religious  warfare  is  not  dead. 

6.  Dishonest— because  it  would  use  the  parent  as  the 
■  conduit  for  tax  dollars  to  flow  into  schools  where  otherwise 


Missionary  prayer  requests 

Pray  that  Indonesian  and  mis-  from  religious  persecution.  The  } 
sionary  faculty  members  at  the  Hoaldridges  say  that  an  organiza-  J 
Baptist  seminary  in  Semarang  will  tion  of  fanatical  religious  Jews  has  j 
have  extra  strength  as  they  carry  sent  them  and  their  neighbors  * 
unusually  heavy  workloads.  Pray  threatening  letters.  J 

also  that  the  urgent  need  for  new  Pray  that  God  will  help  Southern  * 
missionary  faculty  members  will  Baptistmissionary  Harold  Lewis  in  * 
te  met.  Surinam  as  he  makes  the  transition  * 

Pray  that  monthly  meetings  held  from  pastor  to  trainer-equipper  for  j 
in  the  home  of  Kuhn  Natee,  a  Chris-  all  churches  where  Southern  Bap-  * 
tian  in  Thailand,  will  be  real  wit-  tists  are  working  in  the  country.  * 
nessing  opportunities  for  her  unbe-  Pray  that  God  will  send  someone  * 

lieving  husband,  and  her  friends  to  work  with  students  in  Daloa,  J 
and  neighbors  who  attend  the  ser-  Ivory  Coast  This  small  town  has  J 
vices.  four  high  schools  and  approxi-  * 

Pray  that  God  will  protect  Pat  mately  10,000  students,  many  of  J 
and  Judy  Hoaldridge,  Southern  whom  come  from  other  areas.  * 
Baptist  representatives  in  Israel,  (WMU)  * 


The  Internal  Revenue  Service  is  in  effect  defining  what  is 
and  is  not  “church”  with  their  interpretation  of  fuzzy 
words  about  “integrated  auxiliaries.” 

Bob  Jones  University  is  threatened  with  the  loss  of  tax 
exempt  status  for  charitable  contributions  made  to  the 
school.  Internal  Revenue  has  said  gifts  to  Bob  Jones  can 
not  be  deducted  from  one’s  taxes  because  of  their  policies 
on  interracial  marriage. 

The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs,  which 
represents  eight  Baptist  denominations  with-some  27  mill¬ 
ion  constituent  members,  strongly  objects  to  any  attempt 
by  government  to  force  by  the  threat  of  loss  of  tax  exemp¬ 
tion,  any  religious  organization  to  alter  its  theology  to  con¬ 
form  to  public  policy  as  arbitrarily  defined  by  a  gov¬ 
ernmental  agency  such  as  the  Internal  Revenue  Servide. 
To  do  otherwise  would  be  un-Baptistic  and  anti-BaptistK. 

William  P.  Thompson,  stated  clerk  of  the  ynited  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  has  said  it  well:  “A  pervasive  pattern. of 
government  activities  at  all  levels  constitutes  a  serious 
threat  to  the  free  exercise  of  religion.” 

“We  must  protest  vigorously  the  growing  tendency  by 

OO  tile  OM 


[programs  creal 


Anne  McWilliams,  Baptist  Record  editorial  associate,  autographs  a  copy  of  her 
Broad  man  book,  "David  Gomes:  When  Faith  Triumphs,”  For  Richard  Brogan,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary.  The  copy  of  the  book  will  be  placed  In  the 
seminary  library.  An  autograph  party  for  Mrs.  McWilliams  and  Mrs.  Eart  Kelly  was  held 
during  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


Dr.  Truett, 


saijL  “The  right  of  private  judgment  is  the  crown  jewel  of 
humanity,  for  any  person  or  institution  to  dare  to  come 
between  the  soul  and  God  is  a  blasphemous  impertinence 
and  a  defamation  of  thecrown  rights  of  the  Son  of  God .  . . 

“Baptists  pled  and  suffered  and  kept  on  with  their  pro¬ 
tests  until,  thank  God,  forever,  their  contention  was  won  in 
these  United  States  and  written  into  our  country’s  Constitu¬ 
tion,  that  church  and  state,  in  this  land,  be  forever  separate 
and  free,  and  that  neither  must  ever  trespass  upon  the 
distinctive  functions  of  the  other.” 

We  face  a  situation  in  the  nation  in  which  we  must  decide 
if  we  want  tostart  writing  into  the  Constitution  whatever 
the  majority  of  the  moment  may  demand.  We  must  deter¬ 
mine  if  we  are  will  ing  to  allow  the  State  to  regulate  in  a  way 
that  we  have  no  escape  even  in  the  courts.  We  have  to  judge 
if  we  are  ready  to  abandon  the  rights  and  guarantees  given 
us  in  the  Constitution  and  the  Bill  of  Rights.  The  medicine 
Offered  by  Helms  and  Hatch  is  worse  than  the  ailment  they 
think  it  would  cure. 

Baptists  have  stood  for  religious  liberty,  rooted  in  soul 
freedom  based  on  our  voluntary  approach  to  matters 
spiritual.  Now  is  no  time  to  turn  back. 

It’s  all  out,  full  fledged  freedom  for  which  we  fight,  not 
toleration.  We  insist  upon  the  rights  of  Jews  and  atheists 
and  Moonies  and  Madelyn  Murry  O’Hair. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  between  toleration  and  liber¬ 
ty.  Toleration  is  a  concession  while  liberty  is  a  right.  Toler¬ 
ation  is  a  matter  of  expediency,  while  liberty  is  a  matter  or 
principle.  Toleration  is  a  gift  from  man,  while  liberty  is  a 
gift  from  God. 

God  wants  free  worshipers  and  no  other  kind. 

We  dare  not  panic  and  succumb  to  the  loud  voices  that 
would  drown  out  dissent,  diversity. 

We  dare  not  allow  the  apparent  public  tide  of  security 
seekers  to  run  roughshod  over  freedom. 

We  dare  not  betray  by  our  apathy  and  inaction  the 
blood-bought  liberty  that  is  our  Baptist  heritage. 


The  study  Bible  that  lives  up  to  its  name 


MASTER  STUDY  BIBLE 


With  over  1,000  pages  of  reference  and  study  helps,  this  New  American  Standard 
Bible  is  a  study  tool  without  rival. 

Some  of  its  extraordinary  features  are: 

•  Master  Bible  Encyclopedia — more  than  a  cyclopedic  index,  over 600 pages  of  back¬ 
ground  material. 

•  Center-Column  References  and  Notes— over  100,000 

•  NAS  Concordance— 96  pages 

•  The  Gospels  Paralleled  by  A.T.  Robertson 

•  Presentation /Family  Record  Section 

•  Words  of  Christ  in  Red 
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tion  Leather,  Hard- 
ISIjlli  cover  $  24.95 

*  ■  i  ill  R4803RL  Imitation  Cordovan 

V  Leather,  Padded 

4*  Cover  29.95 

SfeSi'li  Black  or  Brown 

K  Bonded  Leather, 

C*  CfMi  .  Semi-Overlap  49.95 

»P|i|  4824RL  Black  or  Burgundy 

pfBjSjlf  lop  Grain  Cowhide, 

Semi-Overlap  69.95 
;  '  i  i; '  N4834RL  Saddle  Brown  Hand- 

crafted  Calfskin, 

giU  I !  Semi-Overlap 

moo 


See  Master  Study  Bible  and 

other  fine  Holman  Bibles  at 
Baptist  Book  Store 


to  N.  Plains 


In  1960,  Mississippi  Baptists,  through  their  Baptist 
Men's  organizations,  gave  new  suits  to  72  Southern 
Baptist  pastors  in  the  Northern  Plains  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

The  opportunity  for  giving  to  the  Northern  Plains 
Suit  Fund  exists  again  for  1961.  The  committee 
members  on  the  project,  coordinated  by  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Brotherhood  Department,  purchase  suits 
which  coat  approximately  995  (Including  a  shirt  or 
tie). 

Checks  may  be  mailed  payable  to  the  Northern 
Plains  Su i t  Fund ,  Brotherhood  Department,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  39205 


classified 


Bible  Drill  Clinics 
scheduled  Dec.  7-8 
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Convention  Board  meets 


Although  Southern  Baptists  are  giv¬ 
ing  record  numbers  of  dollars  to 
foreign  missions,  it  has  been  at  least*) 
years  since  those  dollars  increased  the 
buying  power  of  Southern  Baptist 


foreign  missionaries  and  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  This  is  due  to 
world  wide  inflation  and  the  devalua¬ 
tion  of  the  American  dollar  on  the 
foreign  market. 


Bible  Drill  Clinics  for  the  training  of 
persons  who  work  with  boys  and  girls 
in  the  Children's  Bible  Drill  and  Youth 
Bible  Drill  have  been  scheduled  in  11 
locations  in  the  South  Central  area  of 
Mississippi,  December  7-8. 

Clinic  Leaders  are:  Reuben  B. 

Moore,  Philadelphia;  T.  0.  Winstead, 

Clinton;  Mrs.  Lillian  Walters, 

Jackson;  Ron  Shearer,  Brookhaven; 

Mrs.  Vivian  Reeves,  Jackson;  Mrs. 

Joyce  Gravlee,  Tupelo. 

Locations  on  Monday,  December  7, 
are  at  15th  Avenue,  Meridian;  East 
Philadelphia,  Calvary,  Waynesboro; 

Bay  Springs  Church;  First,  Yazoo 
City;  and  Clark  Street,  New  Albany. 

_  Clinics  scheduled  on  Tuesday,  De¬ 
cember  8,  are  at  Forest  Church; 

•first,  Mendenhall;  Parkway, 

Natchez;  Bowmar  Avenue,  Vicks¬ 
burg;  Center  Terrace,  Canton. 

Starting  time  in  each  location  is  7 
p.m. 

These  clinics  will  train  persons  from 
the  churches  in  the  rules  and  proce¬ 
dures  of  the  Children's  and  Youth 
Bible  Drills,  enlistment  of  boys  and 
girls  in  the  drill,  and  preparation  for 
participation  in  the  drill.  In  some  in¬ 
stances  these  persons  will  be  elected 
children’s  leaders  or  youth  leaders  in 
Church  Training.  In  some  churches 
individuals  are  selected  specifically  to 
work  with  boys  and  girls  in  preparing 
for  the  Bible  drills. 

Each  year  the  Church  Training  De¬ 
partment  schedules  Bible  Drill  Clinics 
in  one  area  of  the  state. 

In  the  1981  drills  there  were  1,606 
participants.  Of  these  985  were  in  the  changing  tires. 


Children's  Bible  Drill  and  621  in  the 
Youth  Bible  Drill.  These  participants 
were  from  277  churches  in  63  associa¬ 
tions  in  Mississippi. 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

El4JS°,for  fnuusterial  education,  and  —  « 

W3,«70  for  the  expenses  of  the  Eduea-  Mississippi  College,  $191 
tion  Commission.  Tlie  advance  section  *  *’  ~ 

of  the  budget  would  give  an  additional 
$232,000  to  education  — 

tributed  in  somewhat  the _ 

ner  except  there  would  be  no  allocation 
for  the  Education  Commission.  66. 

For  those  causes,  from  the  basic 

^udge*  Blue  Mountain  will  ... - „  umls  al 

$m, 856  Clarke  will  get  $252,258,  Mis-  Gulfshore  Assembly  to  be  used  instead 
CcUege  will  get  $1 ,070,832,  and  of  the  central  unit  150-ton  compressor . 

William  Carey  will  get  $702,183.  I - - -  ■  - 

In  each icase  the  administration  por-  $117,000  for  the  conversion,  which 
tion  for  the  school  is  $179,025.  The  re-  should  save  $10,000  to  $15,000  per  year 

mainder  is  allocated  r-  -  “ —  - *-  ■  -  -•  •  ’ 

equivalency  formula.  manager  for  the  board.  The  new' 

These  figures  come  out  to  be  30  per  tern  will  mean  that  small  groups  can 
cent  for  administration  divided  be  accommodated  without  having  to 
equally  among  the  four  schools ,  50  per  use  the  bigger  unit  and  that  individuals 
cent  for  instruction,  10  per  cent  for  will  be  able  to  regulate  their  own 
graduate  education,  nine  per  cent  for  temperature  controls.  Gulfshore  is 
ministerial  education,  and  one  per  expected  to  finish  the  year  with  a 
cent  for  the  Education  Commission.  surplus  of  almost  $70,000,  and  the  re¬ 
in  addition  there  is  a  $425,000  item  in  mainder  is  to  come  from  the  fund  ba¬ 
the  budget  for  capital  funds.  Each  lance.  It  is  hoped  that  the  central  unit, 
school  will  get  $33,250  for  site  alloca-  which  is  in  good  shape,  can  be  sold 
tion  and  then  a  total  of  $292,000  is  to  be  eventually.  Nelson  indicated, 
divided  by  full-time  equivalency.  The  Committees  of  the  board  were  ap¬ 
pointed.  F&r  the  Budget  and  Coopera- 
„  .  "  '  tivfe  Program  Promotion  Committee 

Colorado  Springs  (EP)— Anti-  are  Joe  McKeever,  Columbus;  In- 
Catholic  crusader  Jack  Chick,  whose  gram  Foster,  Prentiss;  Hues  ton  Ad- 
comic  books  attacking  the  Roman  kins,  Mendenhall;  R.  J.  Reynolds, 
church  have  angered  numerous  Newton;  Martin  Bond,  Starkville; 
Catholics  in  America,  continues  to  be  _  ~  " 
member  of  the  Christian  Booksellers 
Association.  Chick’s  possible  expul¬ 
sion  from  the  association  was  not  on 
the  agenda  of  CBA’s  October  board 


two  figures  together  for  Blue  Mountain  City;  Powell  Ogletree,  Hattiesburg; 
wll  be  $56,026;  for  Clarke,  $43,178;  for  Ed  Gandy,  Kosciusko;  Howard  Smith, 
T‘1,806;  and  for  Vicksburg;  Louis  Smith,  Canton;  Mrs. 
William  Carey,  $133,990.  "  <■  Elise  Curtis,  Gulfport. 

According  to  the  report,  the  full-time  Church-Minister  Relations  Advisory 
causes  to  be  dis-  equivalency  on  ministerial  students  is  Committee :  Charles  Bass,  Columbia ; 

-.  same  man-  Blue  Mountain,  77;  Clarke,  38;  Missis-  William  Waddle,  Grenada;  Murry 

sippi  College,  70;  and  William  Carey,  Alexander,  Greenville;  Mrs.  A.  L. 

-3  Benton,  Brandon;  Milton  Koon, 

A  year  ago  the  board  voted  to  install  Booneville;  Ronnie  Massey,  Meridian, 

get  individual  air  conditioning  units  at  Missions  and  Evangelism  Commit- 

J  tee:  Mrs.  Leo  Murray,  Jackson;  Bruce 

-r _ Jolly,  Sanders ville;  Nathan  Barber, 

Last  week  the  board  approved  a  bid  of  Bay  St.  Louis;  Armond  Taylor,  Olive 

$117,000  for  the  conversion,  which  Branch;  Jimmy  Vance,  Starkville;  W. 

r_, _ r,  L.  Compere,  Newton. 

on  a  full-time  according  to  Art  Nelson,  business  Church  Building  and  Pastoral  Aid 

sys-  Committee:  Bill  Webb,  Meridian; 
Howard  Benton,  Pearl;  Jack  Parsons, 
to  Wiggins;  A.  M.  Moore  III,  Ruleville; 
Clarence  Walker,  Red  Banks;  Dan 
Thompson,  Ackerman. 

The  board  adapted  a  short-term  in¬ 
vestment  plan  for  convention 
re-  employees  such  as  was  adopted  for 
church  employees  in  the  pre¬ 
convention  meeting.  It  also  adopted 
guidelines  for  a  ministerial  financial 
assistance  plan  to  be  used  in  “forced' 
termination  situations  in  which  the 
church  has  not  provided  adequate 
^  transitional  income.” 

are  Joe  McKee ver,  Columbus;  In-  The  meeting  was  opened  by  a  devo¬ 
tional  message  by  Convention  Presi¬ 
dent  James  Yates.  In  remarks  at  the 

_ ,  close  of  the  meeting  Earl  Kelly,  execu- 

a  Bartis  Harper,  Tylertown.  tive  secretary-treasurer,  requested 

New  Church  Expansion  Committee:  prayer  for  his  wife,  Marjorie,  who 
Alton  Yarbrough,  Grenada;  Jerry  suddenly  lost  the  sight  of  her  right  eye, 
Estes,  Gulfport;  Ed  Deuschle,  Fulton ; .  and  for  himself  in  that  he  has  lost  50 
Joe  Ratcliff,  Collins;  Leo  Barker,'  percent  of  the  bearing  in  his  left  ear. 

Baldwyn;  Clyde  Little,  Forest.  - 

Assemblies  and  Camp  Programs  No  one  can  be  made  tenderhearted 
Committee:  Anthony  Kay,  Calhoun  by  being  kept  in  hot  water. 


Jackson  music  minister 
works  in  revival  series 


.  (Lontinued  from  page  1)  Another  interview  in  Magnolia  was 

Invitation  to  Life”  on  consecutive  with  a  man  and  woman  whose  daugb- 
Mondays  (January  4,  II,  18,  and  25).  ter  was  kidnapped  three  years  ago  and 

The  RTVC  has  purchased  the  air  hasn’t  been  seen  since.  “They  were 
time  for  the  test  broadcast  at  a  total  talking  about  the  sufficiency  of  their 
estimated  cost  of  $120,000.  faith  through  difficulty,”  he  said. 

Directors  of  missions  in  the  five  test  In  Phoenix  an  interview  was  done 
markets  are  working  with  the  RTVC  to  with  a  former  prostitute  who  had  come 

organize  local  Baptist  support  for  the  to  know  Christ  Black  said  that  the  tes- 
broadcasts  and  advertise  the  show  in  timonies  will  be  interwoven  into  the 

each  area.  They  also  will  set  up  local  services  when  they  are  televised, 

telephone  counseling  centers  for  Black  said,  “The  charisroatics  no 

people  who  respond  to  the  program.  doubt  about  it  have  spurred  us  on _ 

Larry  Black  talked  to  the  Baptist  Our  distinctive  is  alternative  pro- 
Record  about  the  programming.  “It’s  gramming  (for  children  in  sports  and 
being  geared  to  two  things,”  said  news). 

Black,  “to  speak  to  people  that  are  un-  “What  is  different  about  these  prog- 
churched,  and  secondly  to  maybe  rams  from  the  .typical  television 
showcase  the  local  church.”  evangelism  programming  is  “we’re 

Black  said  one  distinctive  thing  not  going  to  ask  for  any  money,”  said 
about  the  taping  was  that  during  the  Black, 
days  of  the  services,  the-  Radio  and  yu  /  ,  <•  •  1 

Television  commission  taped  tes-  W  CSt  1 3. Hill V 
timonies  of  church  members  in  their  * 

natural  settings.  “A  man  recently  lrjiiirpfl  in 
converted  was  a  service  station  lHltilCil  III 
owner,”  said  Black.  “They  filmed  his  . 


Baptist  work  around  the  world  is  the  direct 
result  of  your  gifts.  You  need  to  know  how 
that  money  is  spent. 

,  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  you  to  receive 
I  the  monthly  update  on  what  Baptist 
I  activities  are  accomplishing  in  95 
ft  countries  around  the  world. 

A  Subscribe  to  The  Commission  magazine 

■  for  one  year  by  sending  $5.00  with 

■  this  coupon  to: 

,  i^ft  The  Commission.  Dept.  MSDI 

Box  6m,Rid^wnd.  Vitginia  23230. 


Mississippi  Convention  scenes 

Young,  music  director  of  Liberty  Baptist  Church,  Liberty,  talks  with  J.  D.  and 


Maybelle  Jostin.  Joslin  retired  from  the  pastorate  of  Hickory  Flat  Baptist  Church,  but 
returned  to  be  pastor  of  Pharsalla  Baptist  Church  in  Panola  County. 


Dan’s  mother  reported  to  the  Baptist 
Record  that  hiscottlftioh  Pm  progres¬ 
sing.  but  tuarhe  war  gtnnfl  smbus 
condition. 

The  State  Highway  patrolman  in¬ 
vestigating  the  accident  said  that  Dan 
attempted  to  avoid  hitting  a  pick  up 
truck  belonging  to  the  State  Highway 
Department  which  had  run  into  Dan’s 
path.  The  driver  of  the  pickup  truck 
was  cited  with  failure  to  yield  right  of 
way.  The  driver  suffered  internal  in¬ 
juries. 


LrUit  con 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  A  Baptist  cult 
expert  warns  churches  that  un¬ 
scrupulous  young  people  may  try  to 
bilk  them  out  of  money  by  posing  as 
desperate  people  escaping  a  cult. 

Glenn  Igleheart,  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board’s  interfaith  witness  depart¬ 
ment,  says  he  has  received  scattered 
reports  of  churches  providing  money, 
food,  shelter  and  transportation  to 
such  young  people,  only  to  leam  later 
they  had  been  deceived. 

For  example,  a  young  man  named 
George  recently  walked  into  First 
Baptist  Church,  Auburn,  Ala.,  and 
asked  Dale  Peterson,  minister  of 
music,  for  help  in  leaving  the 
“Moonies.”  He  said  he  had  left  the  Un¬ 
ification  Church  the  night  before  in  At¬ 
lanta.  After  several  hours  of  discus¬ 
sion,  he  said  he  wanted  to  return  to 
Atlanta  to  get  his  clothes. 

The  church  boughthim  a  bus  ticket, 
and  called  Atlanta  to  arrange  for  food . 
housing  and  counseling.  Just  before 
the  bus  left,  George  confessed  he  had 
lied  about  leaving  the  Moonies,  admit¬ 
ted  he  did  not  need  money,  and  that  he 
had  been  receiving  help  for  several 
months  from  other  church  groups.  He 
gave  back  the  bus  ticket  and  did  notgo 
to  Atlanta. 

Peterson  said  he  was  convinced 
George  had  indeed  left  the  Unification 
Church  and  that  he  was  crying  out  for 
help.  George  had  no  qualms  about  ly¬ 
ing,  confessing  that  “for  two  years, 
I’ve  been  taught  to  lie  if  necessary  to 
achieve  the  end  result.” 


One  of  the  flock 
feU  away  from  the  church 

last  Sunday. 


Ruth  Lunceford  leaves 


Ulliam,  age  10  weeks,  at  the  nursery  before  a  convention 
session.  William  is  the  grandson  of  Eugene  Roberts,  director  of  missions,  Lincoln 
and  Copiah  counties.  Receiving  the  baby,  is  Mrs.  Ola  V.  Barnett,  left,  member  of  First 
Baptist  Church.  Jackson,  who  before  retirement  was  employed  at  the  Baptist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Village. 


Injuries  like  this  don’t  have 
to  happen. 

Because  /€tna  Life  & 
Casualty’s  Loss  Control  &  Edu¬ 
cation  plan  is  designed  to  put 
your  church  on  full-time  alert. 
Not  only  to  hazards  like  bodily 
injury.  But  also  fire  and  theft. 

Participating  churches  are 
periodically  informed  about 
the  causes  of  accidents  and 
injuries  experienced  by  ^ 
churches  similar  to  their  own  , 
/Etna  does  this  with  a  checklist^ 
booklet  that  brings  them  face-  ] 
to-face  with  potential  trouble 
spots. 

The  Loss  Control  &  Educa¬ 
tion  plan  is  a  vitally  important 
feature  of  /Etna's  Church 
Program. 

Other  features  (  besides 
property,  liability  and  optional 
coverages)  include:  premium 
savings,  local  service,  prompt 
claim  assistance  and  a  conven¬ 
ient  payment  plan. 


Melvin  Craw, ley,  pastor  of  Union  West  Baptist  Church  in  Oxford,  talks  with  W.  W. 
and  Mildred  Young.  Young  is  new  pastor  of  Faith  Baptist  Church,  Batesville.  He  came 
from  the  pastorate  of  Mt.  Moriah  Baptist  Church  In  Calhoun  County. 


Because  yours  is  a  Southern  Baptist 
Church,  you’ll  want  to  know  more 
about  the  Southern  Baptist  Insurance 
Thist5,  sponsored  Church  Insurance 
Program.  Fill  out  and  return  the  coupon. 


Return  to:  /Etna  lift:  &  Casualty  •>.  i.. 

CID/Markcting  E3I6 
151  Farmington  Avenue 
Hartford,  CT  061 56 

Yes,  I  art  Interested  in  hearing  more  about  the  Southern  Baptist 
Insurance  Dust '  sponsored  Church  Insurance  Program.  1  understand 
this  to  no  way  obligates  me. 


Central  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  P.  O.  Box  895,  North  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas  72116.  Telephone 
(501)  374-6006. 


AIRLINE  TICKETS— LOWEST 
POSSIBLE  AIRFARES.  Call  or 
write  BRYAN  TOURS,  INC.,  P.  O. 
Box  5221,  Jackson,  MS  39216.  In 
Jackson  dial  981-1345,  elsewhere 
in  MS  toll-free  900472-8522.  Credit 
cards  accepted 


Harvey  Thornton,  Jerry  Estes,  and  Johnny  Eubanks  discuss  convention  matters. 
Thornton  it  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Gulfport.  Estes  is  pastor  of  New 
Hope  Baptist  Church. ’Gulfport.  And  Eubanks  is  minister  of  music  at  Fraeny  Baptist 
Church,  Carthage 


f.  >~4 
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Editorials 


•96* 

Lome  moo m  cucivtmas 
op  f  eft  i  mo 
Foe  FoeeifrM  missions 


The  Russian  Baptists 


A  bond  of  brotherhood 


The  Russian  preacher,  Jakov 
Doukhonchenko,  preaching  through 
Interpreter  Eugene  Rouzski  at 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church'  in 
Jackson,  took  as  his  text  Romans  1:  It, 

“For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ:  far  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth; 
to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  theGreek.  ” 

His  message  was  one  that  might  be 
heard  on  any  given  Sunday  in  any 
Southern  Baptist  church  in  the  land.  It 
was  significant,  however,  from  the 
standpoint  that  his  listeners  realized 
that  in  his  native  land  such  a  message 
is  met  with  somewhat  more  resistance 
than  it  is  in  the  Southland. 

We  live  in  a  world  of  crisis,  he  said, 
and  it  is  very  important  for  Christians 
to  know  what  we  are  living  for.  “Christ 
is  our  hope,”  he  said. 

The  Baptist  future  is  bright  in  Rus¬ 
sia,  the  speaker  continual,  because  it 
is  hidden  in  Christ.  There  will  be  tribu¬ 
lations,  he  continued,  but  added  that 
the  Master  has  said,  “Be  of  good 
cheer.  I  have  overcome  the  world.” 

At  the  end  of  his  message  he  gave  an 
invitation  such  as  is  expected  in  Bap¬ 
tist  churches,  saying,  “Come  to  him  as 
did  the  prodigal  son.  He  wants  to  save 
you  tonight.” 

Doukhonchenko  is  the  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Baptist  work  in  the  Uk¬ 
raine.  He  explained  that  the  2,000 

churches  in  that  area  average  about  H|  __  _ _ 

10,000  baptisms  per  year.  About  90  per  dared  that  at  least  two  of  the  visitors 
cent  of  those  baptized  are  young  are  Communist  spies;  but  when  asked 
people,  he  said.  He  noted  that  the  work  for  positive  proof,  he  walked  away, 
is  growing  in  the  Ukraine  and  there  As  he  arrived  at  the  airport  this  wri- 
have  been  39  new  churches  begun  in  ter  asked  him  to  produce  something 
1®-  •  that  was  more  than  hearsay  evidence 

Services  in  Russian  churches  gen-  on  the  part  of  those  who  want  to  dis- 
erally  last  for  about  two  hours,  and  credit  the  visitors,  and  he  walked  off. 
there  are  usually  three  per  Sunday.  Later  someone  in  his  group  asked  him 

Some  worshippers  attend  all  three,  to  give  the  writer  the  evidence,  and 
Doukhonchenko  said,  but  for  the  most  again  he  walked  away, 
part  the  congregations  are  different  Alexei  Bichkov,  the  general  secret- 
Russian  pastors  urge  their  members  ary  of  Baptist  work  in  Russia ,  was  one 

to  witness  in  their  neighborhoods  and  of  the  visitors.  Re  said  he  first  met 


on  their  jobs.  “We  want  the  word  of  Mclntire  in  1956.  “We  have  to  pray  for 
God  to  reach  every  person  in  our  coun-  him,”  Bichkov  said.  “He  wants  to 
try,”  Doukhonchenko  said.  Interpre-  exploit  people  for  his  own  sake.” 
ter  Rouzski  is  also  a  preacher,  though  Bichkov  is  a  third-generation  Christ- 
his  task  on  this  trip  was  to  provide  in-  ian.  His  grandfather  was  converted 

terpretation  for  Doukhonchenko  while  he  was  a  prisoner  of  war  of  the 

Holding  a  microphone  in  ihs  right  Germans  in  World  War  I.  The  grand- 

hand.  Rouzski  deftly  flipped  through  a  father  was  the  first  preacher  in  his  vil- 

smali  English  New  Testament  with  his  lage.  His  father  was  also  a  preacher 

left  as  he  read  scripture  passages  in  and  was  the  first  of  17  children  to  ac- 

English  that  Doukhonchenko  read  cept  Christ.  The  younggr  Bichkov  was 

from  his  Russian  Bible.  an  engineer  and  a  building  contractor 

“We  have  difficulties,”  Doukhon-  before  he  surrendered  to  the  ministry 

ehenko  admitted,  “but  we  have  faith.  This  experience  has  been  useful  as 

.  .  .  The  God  in  whom  we  trust  is  the  Russian  churches  are  now  able  to  con- 

God  of  today’s  history.”  struct  buildings,  he  said. 

Rouzski  lives  in  Moscow  and  works 
for  the  denomination.  Michael  Zhid¬ 
kov,  also  one  of  the  visitors,  is  pastor  of 
one  of  two  Baptist  churches  in  that 
city.  There  are  5,200  members  of  Zhid¬ 
kov’s  church,  and  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service' is  attended  by  2,200 
people.  Zhidkov,  the  witty  member  of 


became  a  believer,  and  now  he  is  a 
preacher. 

A  believer  cannot  be  a  member  of 
the  Communist  party,  nor  can  a  com¬ 
munist  be  a  church  member.  Other¬ 
wise,  about  the  only  restriction  is  that 
believers  cannot  be  school  teachers. 

Other  vocations  are  open.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  controls  the  school  system, 
which  is  free  through  the  college  level. 

Attendance  through  the  10th  grade  is 
obligatory,  and  college  is  available  to 
anyone  on  the  basis  of  a  competitive 
entrance  exam.  Discrimination  is  un¬ 
lawful.  When  it  has  been  determined 
that  there  has  been  discrimination,  the 
believers  who  are,members  of  regis¬ 
tered  groups  have  recourse  of  the  law. 

Twelve  years  ago  a  three-year  Bible 
school  was  started  in  Russia,  but  there 
is  a  need  for  more  ministerial  training. 

Zhidkov  studied  in  England  and  in 
Canada.  Rouzski  studied  in  Germany. 

Many  pastors  became  self-educated. 

Churches  vary  in  size  from  the 
5,200-member  Moscow  church  to 
many  rural  congregations  of  150. 

The  sense  of  brotherhood  is  a  strong 
emotion  when  in  the  presence  of  vis¬ 
itors  such  as  we  have  just  had.  It  is  a 
thrill  to  hear  of  their  triumphs  and  to 
find  that  they  believe  as  we  believe  and 
conduct  their  work  as  we  conduct  ours  Arthur  Blessitt,  Mississippian  who  the  sale  of  mixed  drinks  for  30  minutes. 

They  are  not  permitted  to  have  Sunday  has  waJked  around  die  world  carrying  Topiess  dancers  got  dressed  and  came 
Schools  or  open-air  services  butthev  a  19-foot  cross,  will  be  in  Jackson  next  out  to  listen.  While  billiard  balls 
compensate  by  two-hour  church  ser-  week  to  sPeak  at  the  Mid-South  Reg-  clicked  and  bar  patrons  shouted  hal- 
vices.  They  have  choir  music  at  everv  “)nal  Conference  on  Prayer  for  lelujahs,  the  young  man  talked  about 
serviced  mmy  “it  ri  aS  ^,ritual  Awakening  (article  on  p.  1).  the  search  for  happiness  and  the  One 
parned  b^rcSas  Then  Dec.  28-29  he  will  speak  at  the  Way  that  it  could  be  found, 

rwcwv  *u  u  j  f  .  •  Youth  Evangelism  Conference  in  Clin-  “My  methods  are  revolutionary, 

.  .  ees  the  hand  of  the  Lord  as  he  ton.  Either  time  or  both,  I  know  I  want  sensational,  may  even  be  bizarre,”  he 

fr0m  ,land?  to  hear  him-  told  me.  Conventional  methods  won’t 

This  was  the  experience  on  the  trip  to  Often  he  has  explained  that  his  cross  reach  everyone,  and  Blessitt  said  he 

Paraguay,  Uruguay,  and  Argentina  in  carrying  is  “not  in  penance  or  in  sac-  felt  God  had  called  him  to  minister  in 

_ ,,,  ,  .  rifice,  but  in  the  joyful  service  of  the  unconventional  ways.  “It’s  our  duty  to 

*<  ^hnst  that  ®  *°  Lord.”  The  cross  is  his  point  of  con-  carry  the  message  to  people  where 
j  w  ^PrtstSLs  tact,  to  get  attention.  Along  the  roads  they  are.  If  they  are  not  in  church, 

not  to  be  denit^i  noris  it  tobe  broken  by  he  talks  with  people  about  God’s  plan  where  are  they?  Find  them,  and  go  to 
any  human  effort.  It  is  a  strong  tie  that  of  salvation.  them  with  the  message, 

will  last  throughout  eternity.  In  1969  he  began  by  walking  across  “I  studied  Paul’s  ministry  and 

«  .  .  .  «..  .  »  the  United  States,  to  dramatize  the  Jesus’  ministry  and  thought,  If  Paul 

'  T  ..  _.  '  need  for  spiritual  awakening  in  this  were  preaching  today,  where  would  he 

Letters  to  country.  Since  then  he  has  walked  ac-  be'7  In  the  church  only?  Where  would 

ross  Europe,  Africa.  Australia.  Singa-  Jesus  be?  Talking  with  publicans  and 


"t  SAID—  IT'S  NOT  BECAUSE 
THETRE  HARD  OF  HEARING/* 

Joe  McKeever,  Columbus 


law,  according  to  the  visitors.  This 
means  that  they  are  under  the  protec¬ 


tion  of  the  law.  This  includes  police 
protection.  Even  if  the  music  becomes 
too  loud  at  the  church  and  the 
neighbors  complain,  Zhidkov  said, 


The  man  with  the  cross 


The  convention 


program 

Editor: 

1 1  is  impossible  for  me  to  write  a  per¬ 
sonal  note  to  everyone  who  appeared 
|  on  the  1961  State  Convention  program. 

Therefore,  I  am  taking  this  means  Df 
;ji  expressing  my  personal  appreciation, 
and  that  of  the  entire  Order  of  Business 
-  Committee,  for  the  contributions  of  all 
those  who  assisted  in  any  way  to  make 
i  the  recent  meeting  of  our  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  the  success  it  was. 

Unless  one  is  a  member  of  this 
committee,  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
(‘’  realize  just  how  many  people  are  in- 
»  volved  and  how  much  work  it  takes  to 
prepare  for  such  a  meeting.  God  bles- 
sed  us  with  a  good  convention  with  out¬ 
standing  messages,  uplifting  music, 
^inspiring  Bible  studies,  and  challeng¬ 
ing  personal  testimonies.  The  reports 
were  thrilling  and  gave  evidence  that 
Mississippi  Baptists  are  seeking  to  do 
their  part  in  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust. 
The  entire  convention  was  wrapped  in 
a  spirit  of  love  and  cooperation. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  participation  erf 
every  person  who  appeared  on  the 
convention  program.  May  God  bless 
you  all. 

Jim  Yates,  Chairman 
Order  of  Business  Committee 


walking  with  him. 


At  age  40,  a  graying  Arthur  spoke  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  pastors’  meeting 
at  Los  Angeles.  He  still  wore  casual 
..  .  clothes,  His  audiences  had  widened 

dren  met  him  in  Budapest  for  the  re-  from  streetpeople  to  world  leaders.  A? 
mainder  of  the  trip.  She  and  the  girls  an  evangelist,  he  has  no  organization 
drove  ahead  of  him  and  Joel  and  and  takes  up  no  offerings.  (His  finan- 
Joshua  walked  with  him.  eial  support  comes  from  a  few  long 

In  Turkey ,  as  Arthur  walked  toward  time  backers.)  His  “one  passion”  is 
Greece,  the  family  went  along.  One  still  “to  go  to  the  people  where  they 
night  they  were  all  in  the  car,  the  cross  are,  to  lead  them  to  Jesus,  and  to  es- 
tied  on  top,  looking  for  a  place  to  park  tablish  them  in  local  churches.  ” 
their  trailer  for  the  night,  when  a  truck  Once  he  told  me,  “The  most  impor- 
hit  the  car  and  knocked  it  down  a  tant  meeting  in  my  life  took  place  in 
mountainside.  It  fell  end  over  end  and  the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson,  just 
landed  on  its  top,  the  cross  under-  before  Christmas  during  my  senior 
neath.  They  all  came  out  alive,  with  year  at  MC  ( he  was  bom  at  Greenville 
107  bruises  and  two  cuts.  Since  the  car  and  ordained  at  Second  Baptist,  In-: 
was  ruined,  they  flew  home  to  Holty-  dianola)  with  Dr.  Chester  Quarles,  Dr.; 

'  '  Joe  Odle,  Claude  Townsend,  and  Wil-i 

One  year  in  Belfast,  Arthur  and  son  Parker.’.’  As  a  result,  he  went  as  a 
Sherry  walked  among  the  people,  home  missionary  to  Montana  and  es- 
praying  with  them,  while  guns  were  tablished  a  church  at  Anaconda.  “Dr. 
trained  on  them  from  the  rooftops.  But ,  Odle  talked  to  me  about  his  late  son, 
somefunny  things  have  happened,  too,  Joe  Thomas,  who  had  done  mission 

work  in  Montana,  and  as  he  talked  the! 
tears  streamed  down  his  cheeks.  That; 
meeting  was  a  turning  point  in  my  life 
and  in  my  ministry.” 

After  Arthur’s  walk  across  Spain, 
Indy  Whitten,  missionary,  wrote,  “If; 
he  did  not  have  the  blessings  of  the 
Lord  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  could 
never  accomplish  even  a  tiny  part  of 
all  we  have  witnessed  during  these 
days.” 

As  Jack  Tayior  said,  “He  walks  with 

God.” 

Lots  of  people  have  called  him  a  nut, 
but  he  said  “I’m  screwed  on  the  right 
bolt.” 


Russians  welcomed 


Jakov  Doukhonchenko.  Ukraine  B*» 
.tist  superintendent,  preaches  at  an  evejfr 


Earl  Kelly,  right,  executive  secretary-treasurer  ot  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  welcome*  four  Russian  Baptist  preachers  to  Jackson  in  the  airport 
concourse.  Left  to  right  are  Michael  Zhidkov,  pastor  o<  a  church  in  Moscow,  the 
largest  one  in  Russia  with  5,200  members:  Eugene  Rouzski,  a  member  of  the  Moscow 
church  who  works  for  the  denomination  and  was  interpreter  for  Jakov  Doukhon¬ 
chenko:  Doukhonchenko,  who  is  the  superintendent  for  the  2,000  Baptist  churches 
In  the  Ukraine:  and  Alexei  Bichkov,  general  secretary  of  the  Ail  Union  Council  ot 
Evangelical  Christiana- Baptists. 


like  the  time  in  Paris  when  he  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  meet  with  some  fellow  Christ¬ 
ians  at  the  Arch  of  Triumph.  He  was 
pleased  at  the  big  crowd  he  saw,  and 
had  started  up  the  red-carpeted  steps 
to  the  platform  when  the  police  grab¬ 
bed  him.  “Isn’t  this  the  Jesus  Rally?” 

- ■  - -  he  asked.  “No,”  the  officer  snapped, 

Lovell  s  life  a  few  years  ago  when  his  “this  is  a  memorial  service  for  the  Un¬ 
parachute  collapsed  during  a  training  known  Soldier  and  President  Pom- 
jump  at  Fort  Campbell,  Ky.  When  the  pidou  is  due  any  minute.” 
paratrooper  sergeant  saw  that .  Every  time  I  see  his  name  in  print  I 
Lovell’s  parachute  had  collapsed,  recall  the  first  time  I  interviewed  him. 
Cleaver  grabbed  him.  Both  soldiers  It  was  1967  and.he  was  27  That  year  he 
dropped  several  hundred  feet  to  safety  had  been  preaching  in  nightclubs,  at 
on  the  sergeant’s  parachute.  Helping  teen-age  hang-outs,  at  wrestling 
hands!  From  parachutes,  or  in  the  matches,  etc.,  and  had  recorded  627 
daily  walks  of  life,  helping  hands  often  professions  of  faith.  At  the  Sinners  A 
make  the  difference— A.  PURNELL  Go-Go  Club  in  Hollywood,  he  recalled, 
BAILEY  the  owner  had  stooDeri  thp 


Carl  Mclntire  of  Collinswood,  N.  J.,! 
president  of  the  International  Council  of 
Christian  Churches,  passes  out  signs  as 
he  organizes  the  anti-Russian  picketers 
at  Jacksons  municipal  airport. 


With  Welcome  to  Jackson  '  appearing  in  the  background,  picketers  protest  the 
arrival  of  the  four  Russian  Baptist  preachers. 


DAVID  GOMES:  WHEN  FAITH  encampment  ministry;  and  the  23  THE  BIRTH  OF  THE  MESSIAH;  of  Herod  I  (pp.  547 
by  ABne  Wag,,,n,r,,  story  building  that  has  ample  room  for  Raymond  E.  Brown;  Doubleday  and 

McWilliams;  B roadman  Press;  IK  the  church,  for  the  Bible  School  of  the  Co.,  Garden  City,  New  York;  594 

png**;  paperback;  15.95.  Air,  which  Gomes  directs,  and  for  of-  png*®* 

This  is  the  story  ol  a  Baptist  leader  in  1  ices  The  church  also  acquired  a  size- 

Brazil  and  his  determined  faith  that  ‘ ' - ■  •  .  — . - 

has  led  him  to  astounding  ac¬ 
complishments  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord. 

The  editorial  associate  on  the  staff  of 
the  Baptist  Record  has  written  an  in¬ 
triguing  account  of  this  man  of  faith, 


556).  Brown’s 
commentary  represents,  of  course, 
common  New  Testament  scholarship 
today;  yet  common  opinion  is  quite 

- - -  commonly  wrong!  Brown’s  bibliog- 

able  parking  building  in  the  process.  This  work  is  a  critical  commentary  raphies  are  full  and  show  a  thorough 
As  the  story  begins,  Gomes’  father  (594  pp.  ion  the  “Infancy  Narratives  in  command  of  modern  literature  on  his 
and  mother  are  obstinate  Catholics;  Matthew  and  Luke”  by  an  able  Roman  part. 

but  they  become  Baptists  through  per-  Catholic  scholar.  He  feels  that  stU-  The  basic  weakness  of  Brown’s  work 

sonal  witnessing,  and  Gomes  is  dents  “cannot  make  assumptions  is  chronological.  He  fads  to  take  seri- 

brought  up  in  a  Baptist  family.  It  tells  about  ( the)  historicity  (of  the  infancy  ously  the  infancy  narratives  as  history 

of  Gomes  marriage  and  the  strength  accounts) .  .  .on  the  basis  of  their  pre-  or  to  deal  sufficiently  with  the  date  of' 

that  his  wifebrings  to  his  life.  It  tells  of  sence  in  the  Gospels”  (p.  7).  Luke’s  the  birth  of  Jesus,  and  thus  sees  little 

his  involvement  with  the  Billy  Graham  account  is  “dubious  on  almost  every  thatis  based  on  actual  events  in  the  in- 

.....  -  -  -»  crusade  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  with  the  score ...”  <p.413;  cf.esp.  pp.  412-418.  fancy  accounts;  his  theological  ap¬ 

se  eauieotor  completion  next  year  He  Baptist  World  Congress  there  in  1960.  for  Brown's  highly  negative  approach  proach  is  consequently  misdirected 
,T“S  S*™  r^Uu2.°Lthe  Brf  *-  Anne  McWilliams  first  met  David  ca.  Luke's  reliability  with  reference  to  and  weakened.  Brown  declares  that 
"“*2“  Mission  Board  when  he  felt  Gomes  in  the  offices  of  the  Baptist  Re-  a  census  in  the  time  of  Herod  I ).  Brown  “.  .  .  Biblical  scholarship  seems  to  be 
me  Lord  leadrng  him  to  give  up  that  cord  in  1969.  As  she  pursued  her  in-  is  notcohvinced  that  Jesus  was  born  at  moving  into  a  more  fruitful  stage  of 

and  secure  position  to  terest  in  the  story  of  the  man’s  faith.  Bethlehem  (pp.  513  -  516)  and  rejects  research  as  it  seeks  to  recover  the 

faith  u  aun.hia  1,8  jtora  m  nis?y  00  Mrs'  McWilliams  visited  him  in  Luke's  accuracy  with  respect  to  value  of  the  infancy  stories  as  theol- 

noth  thlf  aW  iVh  u  ova[anardl*,u*  Brazil ;  and  he  has  visited  her  home  in  Quirinius  conducting  a  census  in  ogy”  <p.  37).  Yet  contra  Brown,  it 

,  rtailt  has  bee n  the  estab lish -  Clinton.  This  book  has  been  translated  Judea,  or  outside  Judea,  at  any  time  should  be  obvious  to  all  that  any 

e  tot  a  church;  the  beginning  of  an  into  Spanish  and  Portuguese —DTM  before  4  B.C.,J.e.,  during  the  lifetime  "theology”  which  has  no  real  rootage 


Those  who  say  they  believe  in  Christ¬ 
ianity,  and  those  who  practice  it  are 
not  always  the  same  people 


UTTLE  CUNT  MAWiFACTUHNC  CO.,  MC. 
D^t  27/ Cox  SU/OroMo.  Tout  77830 
PIwm:  713483-4248 


Shown  in  the  photograph  with  Caples 
(center)  are  his  pastor,  left,  Jack  Gre¬ 
gory,  presenting  a  Bible  from  the 
church,  and  A.  B.  Godfrey,  chairman 
of  deacons,  presenting  the  ordination 
certificate.  Wade  Allen,  director  of 
missions,  Pontotoc  Association  gave 
the  charge  to  the  candidate.  The  newly 
ordained  minister  preached  the  ser¬ 
mon. 

During  the  past  three  years  eight 
young  men  have  surrendered  their 
lives  to  the  ministry,  from  the  West 
Heights  Church. 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP (-Joseph 
W.  Hinkle,  secretary  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board’s  family 
ministry  department,  has  resigned  ef¬ 
fective  Dec.  31  to  become  pastor  of 
Eastland  Heights  Baptist  Church  in 
Springfield,  Tenn. . . 
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Just  for  the  Record  . 


Ttaroday,  December  J,  1M1 


MIDWESTERN  SEMINARY,  Kansas  City,  Mo„  recently  held  a  home  state  rally  for 
students  to  meet  the  trustee  from  their  state.  Pictured,  from  left,  are  Kermit 
McGregor,  pastor  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Clinton,  student  Tommy  Goode 
of  New  Albany,  Thad  Moore  of  Grenada,  and  Mrs.  Tommy  Goode. 

■  i,  i  *  • ;  *  ~ 


Eastwood  Baptist  Church,  Indlanola.  held  its  first  GA  and  Acteen  recognition 
service  on  Sept.  27.  Two  Acteens,  Sherry  Dodd  and  Michele  Tyner,  were  crowned 
Queens.  Fourteen  GAs  had  earned  awards  in  Missions  Adventures.  Six  Mission 
Friends  took  part  in  the  program.  Mrs.  Dianne  Rush  i$  the  GA  leader  and  director; 
Karen  Mitchell  is  GA  leader;  and  Mrs.  Pat  Williamson  is  Mission  Friends  director  and 
leader. 


FIRST  AND  SECOND  GRADE  GA's  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Greenville,  recently 
presented  treats  to  the  patients  on  the  pediatric  floor  of  King's  Daughters  Hospital  as 
their  Mission  Action  project.  Pictured  are  (back  row)  Kristy  Dreher.  Leigh  Horton, 
Allison  Nicholson,  Ruth  Henderson,  Kelli  Buchanan,  Amanda  Rollins;  (front  row) 
Mary  Kathryn  Coleman,  Memory  Cox,  Julie  Jacobs,  Laura  Collins,  Jenny  Silk. 
Teachers  are  Shirley  Galey  and  Gail  Andrews^  — 


■Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Natchez, 
has  oversubscribed  its  record  1982 
budget  of  $393,407.  This  is  the  sixth 
consecutive  year  that  the  budget  has 
been  oversubscribed.  The  announce¬ 
ment  was  made  on  Nov.  8,  Victory 
Day,  by  Rudy  Case,  director  of  the 
church’s  Forward  Program  of  Church 
Finance.  A  total  of  $395,084  has  been 
pledged  to  the  financial  support  of  the 
church  for  the  coming  year.  There 
were  535  Commitment  Cards  returned 
by  the  membership. 

At  the  church-wide  fellowship  din¬ 
ner,  Bill  Thorn,  speaker,  and  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Party,  over  700  were  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Committee  chairmen  for  the 
Forward  Program  were:  C.  Q.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Mrs.  Sam  Dossett,  Bill  Campbell; 
James  Waycaster,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Maliett,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Bullock,  Mrs.  Huey 
Martin  and  Mrs.  Billy  Murray. 

Simpson  Associattonal  Brotherhood 

held  a  work  day  on  Saturday,  Nov.  21, 
to  assist  W.  J.  Henderson  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  home.  Pastor  Henderson 
recently  suffered  a  heart  attack  and  is 
going  into  forced  retirement.  The 
house  is  being  built  in  D’Lo. 

Jones  County  Junior  College  has  al¬ 
ready  turned  in  to  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Department  of  Student  Work  a 
large  portion  of  their  pledge  to  student 
missions  for  1982.  They  have  delivered 
$2,400  of  their  $3,500  goal  to  the  student 
work  department.  Terri  James  is  mis¬ 
sion  chairman.  John  Sumner  is  BSU 
director. 

First  Church,  Coldwater  has  in¬ 
itiated  the  Master’s  Ministry  Plan. 
This  ministry  consists  of  laymen  in  the 
church  who  will  work  along  with  the 
deacons  in  carrying  out  the  ministry 
that  Christ  has  called  them  to  do. 
Three  deacons  were  ordained  on  Oct 
18,  Jerry  Harrison,  John  Jucado,  Jr., 
and  Fred  Ogg.  The  pastor  is  Jimmy  D. 
Sartain. 

Awakening 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Drummond  is  to  preach  on  "Can  It 
Happen  Again?”  Coleman  will  speak 
on  "Heart  Cry  for  Revival.”  And 
Taylor  will  speak  on  “Lord  Do  It 
Again.” 

The  Baptist  Bookstore  will  be  open 
at  the  church  which  is  at  5708Old  Can¬ 
ton  Road  in  northeast  Jackson. 

Those  persons  who  plan  to  attend  but 
who  have  not  already  registered  with  - 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  may  register 
at  the  door,  Thursday,  Dec.  10  from  4-7 
p.m.  There  will  be  a  $7  registration  fee 
for  a  packet  of  materials. 

For  further  information,  phone  Guy 
Henderson,  Evangelism  Department, 
988-3878. 


Mary  Frank  Kirkpatrick  will  speak 
at  the  Gunnison  Baptist  Church  on 
De^l^^pm.  Miss  Kirkpatrick, 
missionary  for  20 
years  to  Nigeria 
and  Liberia,  will 
teach  the  foreign 
mission  graded 
study  on  West  Af¬ 
rica,  including 
slides  in  her  presen¬ 
tation.  Now  on 
.  leave  of  absence, 

KirkPa*rick  -  she  lives  in  her 
hometown  of  Noxapater,  Miss.  In 
Liberia  she  was  Bible  instructor, 
counselor,  and  student  worker.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  Blue  Mountain  College 
and  Southwestern  Seminary.  John 
Conn  is  the  Gunnison  pastor. 

West  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Pon¬ 
totoc  on  Oct.  25  ordained  Bobby  Caples 
to  the  gospel  ministry.  For  17  years 
Caples  has  been  a  public  school 
teacher  and  a  layman  of  West  Heights 
Church,  serving  as  chairman  of 
deacons,  and  as  director  and  teacher 
in  Sunday  School .  For  several  years  he 
has  served  as  interim  pastor  at  both 
Oak  Hill  and  Liberty  churches  in  Pon¬ 
totoc  Association  and  is  at  present 
moderator  of  the  association. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Diann 
Graham  of  Hurricane.  They  have  two 
children,  Michael  and  Teresa. 


Vic  Flowers,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Maurice  Flowers  of  Laurel,  is  serving 
as  instrumental  director  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  Flowers 
is  a  graduate  of 
University  of 
Southern  Missis¬ 
sippi  where  he 
earned  a  music 
education  degree. 
He  is  employed  by 
the  Hattiesburg 
Public  School  Sys¬ 
tem  as  band  instructor  at  Thames 
Junior  High  School. 

W.  Lamar  Mas- 
stngill  is  new  pastor 
of  Fellowship 
(Pike).  A  native  <5 
Gulfport,  he  is  a 
graduate  of  Clarke, 
William  Carey,  and 
New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary.  He  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 

MatstauriU  L.  Massingill  of 
Clinton. 

Madison  Baptist  Chnrch  has  called 
James  Richardson  as  pastor,  effective 
Dec.  1.  He  leaves  the  pastorate  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Leland,  after  sawing 
for  24  years.  He  is  married  to  Narcissa 
Alexander  of  Boyle.  He  has  served  in 
only  one  other  church  as  pastor,  Cal¬ 
vary  Church,  West  Point.  He  is  a 
former  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 

John  Rudd,  pastor  of  Southsidefeap- 
tist  Church,  Greenville,  has  accepted  a 
call  to  the  Connell  Baptist  Church,  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas,  beginning  Dec.  1. 

Benny  J.  Jones  is  the  new  pastor  of 
Galilee  Church,  Copiah  County.  Jones 
is  from  Clinton. 

OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  phem,  Mntftag  and  atyt*  la  a»aat  avary 
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David  James  Perry  has  accepted 
the  call  of  Easthaven  Church  (Lincoln 
County)  in  Brookhaven.  He  and  his 
wife,  Faye,  moved  from  Bunker  Hill 
near  Columbia,  where  he  has  been 
pastor  for  eight  years. 
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P.  O.  Box  11306 


Jackson,  MS  39213 


A  CHRISTMAS  MESSAGE  FOR  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISTS 
Dear  Baptfst  Friends: 

As  spokesman  for  "Mississippi’s  largest  family".  It  is  my 
pleasant  assignment,  and  more  importantly,  my  happy  privilege, 
to  greet  each  of  you  at  Christmas  on  behalf  of  all  of  the  boys 
and  girls  who  must  make  their  homes  at  the  Village.  It  Is  our 
sincere,  prayerful  hope  that  the  blessed  peace  of  the  original 
message  of  Christmas  may  so  invade  your  hearts  and  homes  as  to 
overshadow  and  overcome  the  frustrations  and  hardships  of  this 
difficult  year. 

In  any  year,  Christmas,  with  its  special  meaning  and  signi¬ 
ficance  for  children.  Is  an  unfortunate  time  for  boys  and  girls 
to  be  absent  from  the  love  and  safety  of  stable,  private  homes. 

If  you  could  multiply  and  magnify  many  hundred-fold,  the  problems, 
financial  and  otherwise*  which  we  know  have  visited  many  of  you 
this  year,  you  might  be  able  to  understand,  in  some  small  measure, 
the  loneliness,  uncertainty  and  even  despair  which  affect  so  many 
of  the  children  for  whom  we  are  responsible.  Except  for  numbers 
of  you  who  respond  to  our  holiday  appeals  so  loyally  and  gener¬ 
ously,  year  after  year,  our  opportunity  to  comnunicate  confidence 
In  Christians  and  faith  In  God  to  these  young  people  would  be 
lost,  again  and  again. 

As  a  matter  of  duty,  and  without  apology,  I  urge  each  of  you 
to  dispatch  a  cash  gift  to  The  Village's  HOLIDAY  FUND.  Response 
to  this  date  has  been  modest  and  fragmentary.  Our  food  needs, 
i  so  heavily  dependent  upon  this  fund,  are  substantial.  We  need 
your  help  this  December  very  badly,  and  we  believe  we  will  get  it. 
Merry  Christmas  from  the  children,  and  God  bless  youl 

Respectfully,  ) 


PAUL  N.  NUNNERY 
Executive  Director 
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CONCERN 


Vlrgtoia  Hunt  Wilma  McDaniel 
Housemother  Housemother 

India  Nunnery  Fsrrow  Manor 
Campos  Campus 


Blessing  ^ 


(a  Thanksgiving 
Tradition  i 

Mississippi  Baptists  were  among  the 
blessings  noted  and  hung  on  our  an¬ 
nual  Blessing  Tree.  We  count  you 
among  our  blessings,  asd  we  are  ex¬ 
tremely  thankful. 


Recent  Special  Projects  Have  Included: 


Special  Offering  from  Wab«le£  Baptist  Chnrch,  Kemper  Asm. 

Other  Special  Projects  have  Included:  quilts  and  draperies  from 
Washington  County  Association  W.M.U.;  cottage  renovation  by  The 
Baptist  Men  s  Group  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Crystal  Springs;  cot¬ 
tage  furniture  for  Farrow  Manor  from  Hollywood  Baptist  Church, 
Sledge;  and  Thanksgiving  Dinner  from  Faith  Baptist  Church,  Col¬ 
umbus  Many  are  using  special  gifts  and  meeting  critical  needs. 
There  ere  many  needs,  and  we  welcome  the  opportunity  to  work  with 
groups  and  individuals  during  the  coming  year.  For  Information, 
please  contact  Ruth  Glaze.  Box  11306,  Jackson.  Ms.  38213. 


YOU  CAN  FIND  THE  SEA¬ 
SON’S  MEANING  IN  HELPING 
US  BRING  COMFORT  AND 
JOY  TO  DEPENDENT  CHIL¬ 
DREN  AT  THE  VILLAGE. 


A  GOOD  GIFT:  A  package  under  the  Village  tree  for 
a  child  of  your  selection  or  ours.  Packages  may  be 
mailed  or  delivered. 

A  BETTER  GIFT:  A  Christmas  remembrance 
of  clothing  from  you  to  one  of  our  boys  or  girls.  Con¬ 
tact  us  for  names,  needs  and  sizes. 

THE  BEST  GIFT:  A  generous  cash  contribution  to 
our  HOLIDAY  FUND.  Our  greatest  need  again  this 
Christmas  is  cash  contributions  from  individuals  to  a 
HOLIDAY  FUND  which  will  supply  each  child  with  a 
modest  material  remembrance  at  Christmas  and  under¬ 
write  our  food  and  milk  budget  for  the  entire  new 
year. 

On  The  India  Nunnery  Campus  —  on  The  Farrow  Manor 

Campus 

In  our  New  Albany  Group  Home  — 
and  at  Dickerson  Place 

OUR  CHILDREN  COUNT  ON  CHRISTIANS  AT  CHRISTMAS 

For  further  information  Write 

THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN’S  VILLAGE 
Box  11308  —  Delta  Station 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39213  ~ 

Call  —  Jackson  —  922-2242 
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Jesus:  the  Son  of  God 


By  Joel  E.  Haire,  pastor 
First  Baptist  dnrdi, 

Crystal  Springs 
Galatians  Z:  11-21 

One  day,  during  my  early  teen 
years,  when  I  was  visiting  my  uncle  he 
took  me  into  the  attic  of  his  home. 
There  he  showed  me  an  old  gun  that 
had  belonged  to  my  grandfather .  I  took 
it  in  my  hands  as  he  explained  how 
Grandfather,  who  was  a  good  hunter, 
could  shoot  squirrels  out  of  the  tallest 
trees  with  that  gun. 

My  excitement  knew  no  bounds 
when  he  told  me  I  could  have  the  gun.  I 
took  it  home,  cleaned  it  and  got  it 
ready  for  use.  At  my  first  opportunity  I 
took  the  gun  to  a  wooded  area  for  some 
target  practice.  Time  after  time  I  fired 
my  newly  acquired  possession,  but 
was  having  trouble  hitting  the  target 
Then  I  discovered  my  problem.  It 
would  not  shoot  true.  When  the  gun 
was  fired  no  one  could  be  sure  it  would 
hit  the  right  target. 

I  still  have  the  old  gun  and  wouldn’t 
take  anything  for  it  However,  it  has 
become  useless  in  doing  that  for  which 
it  was  designed  because  of  its  inconsis¬ 
tency. 

The  design  of  a  Christian  requires 
him  to  be  true  to  the  principles  and 
teachings  of  Christ.  Shooting  true  is 
expected  in  both  word  and  deed.  In¬ 
consistency  can  render  the  Christian 
life  useless.  Living  one  way  in  today’s 
circumstances  and  another  way  in  to¬ 
morrow’s  circumstances  makes  im¬ 
possible  a  consistent  Christian  wit¬ 
ness. 

Peter  had  trouble  with  his  witness 
and  influence  because  of  inconsisten¬ 
cy.  His  lack  of  stability  and  sensitive¬ 
ness  to  the  opinions  of  others  gave  him 
great  difficulty.  This  problem  was 
particularly  magnified  when  Paul 
confronted  him  at  Antioch. 

I.  Obstacles  to  coexistent  living  (Mi¬ 
lt). 

Peter  stood  guilty  of  an  inconsis¬ 
tency  so  significant  thatthe  gospel  was 
being  greatly  hindered.  TheChristians 
in  Antioch  did  what  was  common  in  the 
early  church.  They  gathered  together 
to  share  in  a  meal.  It  was  an  opportun¬ 
ity  to  share  and  thereby  express  un¬ 
selfish  Christian  love  for  each  other 
Every  member  of  the  congregation 
had  an  opportunity  to  participate.  No 
one  was  excluded. 

At  first  Peter  was  a  part  qf  this 
common  meal.  Then  certain  men 
came  from  Jerusalem  who  rep¬ 
resented  the  circumcision  party.  They 


were  preaching  the  keeping  of  the  law 
as  a  part  of  salvation.  Peter  was  so 
influenced  by  them  that  he  withdrew 
from  the  table  and  refused  to  eat  with 
the  Gentile  Christians. 

Nothing  was  so  plain  to  Peter’s  ac¬ 
tions  as  his  inconsistency.  When  no  one 
objected,  he  had  eaten  With  the  Gentile 
Christians.  When  objections  came,  he 
withdrew.  He  was  being  guided  more 
by  people  than  he  was  by  the  gospel  of 
Christ. 

One  of  the  tragic  results  of  Peter’s 
inconsistency  had  to  do  with  his  influ¬ 
ence.  He  could  not  quietly  do  this  sort 
of  thing  in  the  background.  There  were 
too  many  people  who  knew  and  re¬ 
spected  him.  When  Peter  withdrew  he 
was  fallowed  by  the  Jews  and  even  by 
Barnabas. 

Each  Christian  has  a  responsibility 
for  the  right  use  of  his  influence  in  the 
lives  of  others.  The  greater  his  leader¬ 
ship  role  the  greater  that  responsibil¬ 
ity.  Only  one  person  outside  the  will  of 
God  can  sometimes  start  an  entire 
church  moving  in  the  wrong  direction, 
n.  Objections  to  Inconsistent  living 
(M4) 

When  Paul  saw  what  Peter,  and 
those  who  followed  him,  had  done  he 
immediately  recognized  the  inconsis¬ 
tency  and  danger  in  such  a  situation.  It 
was  tearing  down  everything  they 
were  trying  to  do.  If  this  were  allowed 
to  go  unchallenged  it  would  set  them 
back  immeasurably  to  their  missio¬ 
nary  enterprise.  Freedom  for  consist 
tent  Christian  living  would  be  taken 
away.  ( 

■  Public  confrontation  was  the  ortjy 
solution  to  such  a  dangerous  problem 
There  wasn’t  time  for  any  private  cdn- 
ferervees  about  the  matter.  Peter  had 
publicly  caused  the  problem.  Paul  felt 
it  necessary  to  confront  the  problem 
before  them  all. 

Paul  did  not  attack  Peter  in  any  kind 
of  unchristian  manner.  Rather  he  pre¬ 
sented  a  thought-provoking  question 
that  helped  Peter  see  the  inconsis¬ 
tency  of  his  actions.  In  his  own  life 
Peter  had  already  been  justified  by  the 
faith  of  Christ  and  not  by  the  works  of 
the  law.  However,  he  was  compelling 
the  Gentiles  to  live  tike  Jews.  He  was 
directing  them  toward  the  works  of  the 
law.  How  could  he  expect  them  to  live 
by  anything  except  the  freedom  he 
knew  in  Christ? 

III.  Answers  far  every  moment  of  liv¬ 
ing  (MU1I. 

The  answers  Paul  gave  must  have 
been  extremely  helpful  to  Peter  and  to 


the  entire  church.  They  are  also  help¬ 
ful  to  us  as  we  live  out  every  moment  of 
our  Christian  lives. 

There  is  no  need  to  add  anything  to 
the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  for  salvation. 
We  are  not  saved  by  the  law  or  any 
other  formal  status.  We  are  saved 
through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Our 
commitment  is  to  God’s  gracious  gift 
of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ 
alone.  : 

How  foolish  it  would  be  to  go  back 
again  amf  build  another  system  of 
legalism.  There  had  already  been  a 
time  in  Paul’s  life  when  he  had  sought 
justification  by  keeping  the  law.  When 
he  faced  Christ  he  found  that  instead  of 
being  just  by  keeping  the  law  he  was  ia 
fact  a  sinner.  Christ  had  not  made  him 
a  sinner.  Rather  Christ  had  revealed 
his  sinful  condition  and  his  need  of  a 
Savior.  Christ  had  become  his  Savior 
and  there  was  absolutely  no  reason  to 
go  back  to  the  former  way  of  life. 

Paul  had  been  crucified  with  Christ 
This  meant  he  was  no  longer  living  his 
life  by  a  system  of  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions.  In  fact,  he  w^s  not  living  his  owl 
life  at  all.  Rather  he  was  letting  Christ 
live  in  him.  Grace  was  at  work  in  his 
life.  This  freedom  for  consistent  living 
was  so  far  ahead  of  the  fanner  life  that 
Paul  could  never  go  back  to  legalism. 
He  was  and  would  always  be  a  totally 
new  person  with  Christ  living  in  him. 

The  Imperials 
to  sing  at  Carey 

The  Imperials  will  be  to  concert  on 
Sunday,  Dec. 6,  at  2:30  p.m.  at  William 
Carey  College.  Hattiesburg  They  will 
do  half  of  the  program  in  their  regular 
style  of  music  and  the  other  half  with 
Christmas  music. 

Tickets  are  available  at  Christian 
book  stores  in  Hattiesburg,  Meridian, 
and  Laurel. 

The  Imperials,  four  men,  include 
Armond  Morales.  Jim  Murray,  Paul 
Smith,  and  Dave  Will .  TTieir  32  albums 
include  a  Christmas  album  just  re¬ 
leased. 

Ia  order  for  every  person  in  the 
world  to  hear  the  gospel  by  the  year 
2000,  we  Christians  must  share  it  with 
approximately  750,000  different  people 
per  day. 


By  Jerry  E.  Oswalt,  pastor 
Second  A  venae,  Laurel 
Matthew  14:2*43 
Mark  1:1-11;  »:2-8 

The  rapid  growth  of  cults  is  a  dis¬ 
turbing  phenomenon  to  serious  Christ¬ 
ians  at  this  time.  The  members  of  the 
cults  are  mainly  coming  out  of 
churches  in  the  major  denominations 
For  example,  seventy  percent  of  all 
members  of  the  Unification  Church 
(Moonies)  in  our  country  were  previ¬ 
ously  members  of  one  of  the  major  de¬ 
nominations. 

Either  the  church  members  who  are 
converting  to  the  cults  have  not  been 
adequately  taught  Christian  doctrines 
or  they  are  so  attracted  by  some  social 
aspect  of  the  cults  that  they  are  willing 
to  sacrifice  their  doctrinal  beliefs  for 
it. 

Churches  should  address  them¬ 
selves  to  both  factors  as  they  seek  to 
prevent  others  from  being  led  astray 
by  the  false  teaching  of  the  cults. 

One  of  the  most  critical  doctrinal  is¬ 
sues  is  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Either  he  is  the  unique  God-man  or 
there  is  no  gospel.  TTiere  have  been 
efforts  throughout  the  history  of  the 
church  to  corrupt  the  doctrine  of 
Christ.  In  the  primitive  church  there 
were  those  who  taught  "another 
Jesus”  (2  Cor.  11:4).  Paul,  realizing 
the  tremendous  significance  of  a  cor¬ 
rect  view  of  the  person  of  Christ,  called 
those  who  proclaimed  "another 
Jesus”  false  teachers  and  agents  of 
Satan  (2  Cor.  U:  13-14).  The  same  as¬ 
sessment  holds  for  those  who  teach 
“another  Jesus”  today. 

Some  cults  deny  the  divinity  of  Jesus 
of  Nazareth.  The  Christian  Scientists 
argue  that  he  is  the  supreme  manifes¬ 
tation  of  the  divine  spirit  in  human 
form  but  that  he  is  not  God  in  the  flesh. 
The  Jehovah's  Witnesses  say  that  he  is 
a  mighty  god  but  not  the  Almighty  God 
Jehovah.  They  believe  that  Jesus  was 
created  by  God,  not  eternal  with  God. 
The  Mormons  believe  that  Jesus  is 
only  one  among  many  gods  and  that 
when  he  was  on  the  earth  he  was  a 
polygamist  married  to  both  Mary  and 
Martha.  They  also  say  that  Jesus  and 
the  Father  were  two  separate,  dis¬ 
tinctly  different  Gods. 

The  importance  of  this  unit  on  the 
person  of  Christ  and  this  first  lesson  on 
the  deity  of  Christ  is  obvious  from  the 
above. 

In  each  of  the  three  passages  of  our 


text  Jesus  is  called  the  Son  of  God.  “You  are  my  beloved  son  .  . .”  (1:11). 
John  points  out  the  uniqueness  of  The  “you”  is  emphatic,  meaning  "you 
Jesus’  sonship  when  he  refers  to  him  and  only  you.”  Jesus  is  God’s  unique 
as  God’s  “only  begotten  Son”  (John  one  and  only  begotten  Son. 


3:16).  The  phrase  “son  of ...”  to  the 
Hebrew  means  “having  the  charac¬ 
teristics  of  .  .  .”  Jesus  possesses  the 


HI.  The  witness  of  the  Father  at  Ms 
transfiguration  (Mk  6:2-6). 

The  entire  twelve  disciples  were 


fulness  of  God’s  character,  the  fulness  witnesses  of  Jesus’  divinity  being  dis- 


of  divinity 


played  in  his  control  of  the  storm.  John 


The  text  gives  three  witnesses  to  the  the  Baptist  and  perhaps  those 


unique  sonship  and  deity  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth. 

L  Hie  witness  of  Ms  power  over  nature 

(ML  14:28-33). 

Mankind  has  learned  how  to  control 
and  harness  many  of  the  forces  of  na¬ 
ture.  Storms,  though,  are  a  different 
story.  Man  can  only  predict  and  pre¬ 
pare  for  them.  He  cannot  either  pre¬ 
vent  or  redirect  them. 


gathered  for  his  message  and  baptism 
heard  the  Father  say  that  Jesus  was 
his  Son  on  that  occasion.  In  this  inci¬ 
dent,  though,  only  the  toner  drcie  of 
disciples,  Peter,  James,  and  John 
were  observers  of  Christ's  glory  (6:2). 

Jesus  was  transfigured  before  their 
very  eyes.  This  means  that  a 
metamorphosis  or  change  to  his  body 
happened.  It  was  an  internal 


Jesus  demonstrated  that  he  was  not  phenomenon.  No  outside  light  re- 


just  a  man,  indeed  that  he  was  divine, 
when  he  walked  on  the  sea  and  quieted 
the  storm.  The  disciples  expressed 
their  conclusion  clearly,  “You  are  cer¬ 
tainly  God’s  Son”  (Mt.  14:33).  Only  the 
God  who  created  nature  would  have 
that  kind  of  authority  over  nature. 

D.  The  witness  of  the  fcreranner  and 
the  Father  at  his  baptism  (Mk. 
1:1-11) 

Even  as  Mark  wrote  about  the  wit¬ 
ness  of  John  the  Baptist  and  of  the 
Father,  he  himself  gave  witness  to  the 
divinity  of  Jesus.  He  called  him  the 
“Son  of  God”  (1:1)  and  identified  him 
with  the  Lord  of  Isaiah’s  prophecy 
(1:3). 


fleeted  off  him,  but  his  own  toner  deity 
shined  through  him  (9:3).  Matthew’s 
account  says  that  his  face  shined  as  the 
sun  (Mt.  17:2). 

Moses  and  Elijah,  representing  the 
best  of  th^  Old  Testament  Law  and 
Prophets  appeared  to  talk  with  Jesus, 
probably  offering  him  words  of  en¬ 
couragement  about -his  ministry  and 
future  passion.  Peter  and  the  others 
were  terrified,  and,  not  knowing  any¬ 
thing  better  to  say,  Peter  suggested 
that  they  stay  there  and  build  three 
tabernacles.  He  probably  was  suggest¬ 
ing  that  they  stay  on  the  mountain  for 
the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  which  was  to 
be  celebrated  soon  (9:4-6). 


Mark  identified  John  the  Baptist  'Sh/  A  cloud  overshadowed  them.  This 


the  predicted  forerunner  who  would 
proclaim  the  imminent  coming  of 
God’s  Messiah  (1:2-4). 

While  the  Baptist  baptized  (im¬ 
mersed)  penitents  in  the  Jordan 
River,  he  proclaimed  that  one  much 
mightier  than  he  would  soon  come  and 
baptize  with  or  in  the  Holy  Spirit  ( 1  -Jt- 
8).  John's  baptism  was  an  outward 
symbol  of  cleansing  from  sin.  Jesus’ 
baptism  would  provide  the  internal 
cleansing  from  sin. 

Only  God  can  baptize  in  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Jesus,  then,  is  God.  According 
to  the  Gospel  of  John,  the  Baptist  pub¬ 
licly  identified  Jesus  of  Nazareth  as 
the  one  about  whom  he  had  spoken 
concerning  baptism  to  the  Holy  Spirit 
(John  1:26-34). 

When  Jesus  came  up  out  of  the  bap¬ 
tismal  water  the  Spirit  descended  like 
a  dove  upon  him  (1:10).  Then  the 
Father  spoke  from  heaven  saying. 


could  have  been  a -cloud  of  vapor  but 
more  likely  it  was  the  cloud  accom¬ 
panying  God's  glorious  presence  as  to 
the  days  of  the  Exodus  and  wilderness 
experiences  of  Israel.  Godapokeoutof 
%  the  cloud  again  declaring  his  pleasure 
to  his  son,  Jesus  Christ.  He  also  com¬ 
manded  the  disciples  to  listen  to  Jesus 
(9:7).  The  deity  of  Christ  is  his  base  of 
authority.  Had  he  been  merely  a  man 
then  he  could  have  commanded  the 
ears  and  obedience  of  people  no  more 
than  Other  men. 

Part  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
teaching  that  Jesua  is  God  is  that 
otherwise  we  have  no  final  word  from 
God.  If  God  did  not  unveil  himself  to  us 
through  the  Sob,  Jesus  Christ,  then  we 
are  left  to  our  own  finite  efforts  at  un¬ 
raveling  the  perplexing  mysteries  of 
human  existence.  The  Good  News  in 
part  is  that  God  was  truly  to  Christ 
reconciling  the  world  to  himself. 
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Opposition  to  the  King 


By  Lewis  Sewell,  Oxford 
Matthew  11:1-12:59 

Jesus  had  sent  out  the  twelve  be¬ 
cause  the  neqd  was  urgent.  He  con¬ 
tinued  his  active  ministry  by  teaching 
and  preaching  to  various  cities.  Oppo¬ 
sition  to  Jesus  increased  as  his  minis¬ 
try  conflicted  with  personal  interest 
and  perceptions. 

I.  John  the  Baptist  doubts  (11:1-15.) 

In  this  part  of  his  Gospel  the 
evangelist  assembled  a  variety  of  nar¬ 
ratives  which  reveal  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  the  reality  and  the  nature  of 
Jesus’  Messiahship.  This  explains  why 
Matthew  grouped  passages  that  re¬ 
vealed  the  various  conflicts  and  mis¬ 
understandings  of  Jesus'  message. 

From  verses  2-6  we  learn  John  the 
Baptist  was  still  alive  but  to  prison.  He 
was  kept  at  Machaerus  east  of  the 
Dead  Sea,  at  the  southern  border  of  the 
tetrarchy  of  Herod  Antipas,  who  had 
arrested  him.  Some  of  his  disciples 
continued  loyal  to  him  and  through 
them  he  heard  what  Jesus  was  doing. 
However,  probably  because  of  all  that 
had  happened  to  him,  John  the  Baptist 
was  not  clear  that  Jesus  was  the 
Christ. 

Doubt  plagues  all  at  one  time  or 
another.  John  the  Baptist  was  no  ex¬ 
ception.  When  he  raised  the  question  of 
Messiahship  to  Jesus,  our  Lord  took 
time  to  answer  through  John’s  disci¬ 
ples.  Jesus  always  has  time  for  us  and 
he  never  ridicules  our  sincere  ques¬ 
tions.  Matthew  used  the  miracles  of 
Jesus  to  indicate  that  these  works 
were  befitting  the  Christ  and  sufficient 
to  mark  Jesus  as  the  Christ  if  John 
faced  facts. 

Apparently  the  disciples  of  John 
were  present  when  Jesus  did  some 
miracles  (v.  5).  They  returned  to  give 
John  a  first-hand  report.  The  one  who 
understands  Jesus’  miracles  and  re¬ 
calls  certain  Old  Testament  passages 
(Isa.  29;18f;  35ff.)  which  promises 
God’s  decisive,  beneficent  work  will 
not  take  offense  at  Jesus  (v.  6),  but  will 
know  that  divine  power  is  at  work,  that 
jhe  Kingdom  has  begun  to  come,  that 
Jesus,  -the  Coming  One  John  an¬ 
nounced,  is  now  doing  God’s  decisive 
work.  If  John,  or  anyone  today  or  at 
anytime,  could  recognize  this,  be 
would  take  his  place  among  Jesus’  fol¬ 
lowers  and  so  find  God’s  blessings.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  there  is  no  convincing 
evidence  that  John  did  this. 

□.  People  criticize  and  reject  (11:1*- 

ni 

In  the  brief  time  since  John's  im- 


try,  the  power  to  the  Kingdom  had 
begun  to  show  itself  in  the  gospel 
preaching  and  the  mighty  works  of 
Jesus.  That  the  Kingdom  had  not  come 
fully  was  clear  from  the  fact  that  God 
still  had  much  to  do  through  Jesus  and 
the  mission  of  his  followers  and  the 
fact  that  the  dawning  Kingdom  was 
meeting  violent  opposition.  In  this 
crisis  time  of  history,  great  with  op¬ 
portunity  but  full  of  danger  for  those 
not  alert  to  respond  at  once,  Jesus  says 
with  stem  emphasis,  “He  who  has 
ears,  let  him  hear.” 

Jesus  warned  men  to  heed  his  teach¬ 
ing.  The  parable  to  verses  16-19  shows 
how  greatly  such  warning  is  needed. 
Most  people  responded  neither  to  John 
nor  to  Jesus;  they  simply  rejected 
Jesus. 

With  the  widespread  rejection, 
Jesus  began  to  upbraid  the  cities 
where  most  of  his  mighty  works  had 
been  done.  Jesus  is  certain  that  pagan 
cities  would  have  received  his  works  to 
a  more  positive  manner.  In  fact,  he 
feels  they  would  have  repented.  Thus, 
they  will  be  judged  more  leniently  on 
the  final  judgment  day  than  these 
cities  which  rejected  Jesus. 

III.  Jesos  prays  and  pleads  (11:25-30.) 

The  prosperous  and  self-sufficient 
inhabitants  of  the  Galilaean  towns 
might  be  blind  to  the  true  nature  of 
-Jesus  and  the  significance  of  his  ac¬ 
tions.  But  Jesus'himself,  far  from  feel¬ 
ing  personal  resentment,  thanked  God 
that  there  were  some  who  turned  in¬ 
stinctively  to  him  to  satisfy  their 
deepest  needs.  They  understood  who 
he  really  was. 

The  gracious  invitation  that  brings 
chapter  11  to  a  close  is  recorded  only  to 
Matthew.  It  is  addressed  first  to  those 
upon  whose  backs  the  Pharisees  were 
laying  heavy  burdens  by  demanding 
meticulous  obedience  not  only  to  the 
law  itself  but  to  their  own  intricate 
elaborations  of  it.  Every  law-abiding 
person  is  of  necessity  under  a  yoke, 
and  the  expression  “the  yoke  of  the 
law”  was  a  commonplace  to  Judaism. 

Jesus  the  Messiah  also  calls  his  dis¬ 
ciples  to  accept  a  “yoke”  but  how  dif¬ 
ferent  is  his  yoke!  It  is  not  really 
obedience  to  any  external  law  at  all.  It 
is  first  and  foremost  loyalty  to  a  Per¬ 
son.  This  loyalty  enables  the  disciple  to 
do  gladly  and  easily  and  without  feel¬ 
ing  that  he  is  struggling  under  a  heavy 
burden  what  that  Person  would  have 
him  do.  Jesus  said,  “If  men  loved  him, 
they  would  inevitably  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments  (Jn.  14:15).” 


IV.  Conflict  over  the  Sabbath  (12:1- 

21.) 

Jesus’  apparent  disregard  for  the 
Sabbath  law  of  the  Pharisees  that  pre¬ 
vented  gathering  grain  was  not  just  a 
desire  to  be  provocative  but  it  was  a 
real  need.  They  were  hungry.  It  was  of 
similar  necessity  that  led  David  to 
break  not  the  Sabbath  law  but  the  law 
that  forbade  any  but  the  priests  to  eat 
the  hallowed  bread.  This  incident  re¬ 
lated  to  I  Samuel  21:1-6  was  doubtless 
familiar  to  the  Pharisees.  But  they  did 
not  choose  to  grasp  the  spiritual  prin¬ 
ciple  to  the  incident.  If  David  bad  a 
right  to  “violate”  the  law  out  of  neces¬ 
sity,  how  much  more  right  did  Jesus 
have?  The  one  spiritual  fact  more  ap¬ 
parent  from  Jesus’  teaching  than  any 
other  is  that  persons  come  before  laws. 

V.  Conflict  over  Jesus'  power  (12:22- 
37). 

The  man  possessed  of  a  devil  (v.  22) 
who  was  healed  by  Jesus  so  that  he 
both  saw  and  spoke  set  the  stage  for 
the  controversy  of  verses  24-28.  The 
result  of  the  increasing  popularity  (v. 
23)  of  Jesus  was  increased  opposition 
by  thesEharisees. 

The  Pharisees’  rejection  of  Jesus’ 
message  crystallized  in  their  accusa¬ 
tion  that  he  was  to  league  with  Satan. 
In  effect,  these  criticizers  of  Jesus 
were  aligning  themselves  with  Satan 
Not  to  be  allied  with  Jesus  and  the 
Kingdom  of.  God  is  to  be  allied  witt 
Satan  and  the  kingdom  of  evil.  To  try  to 
prevent  men  and  wpmen  from  accept¬ 
ing  Jesus  as  their  King,  as  the 
Pharisees  were  trying  to  do  ( vs.  23-24 ), 
is  to  disintegrate  and  scatter  those  who 
would  otherwise  be  the  sons  of  the 
kingdom  is  the  devil’s  main  objective. 
To  call  good  evil,  and  light  darkness, 
as  the  Pharisees  were  to  effect  doing, 
had  a  curse  pronounced  upon  itby  the 
prophet  Isaiah  (Isa.  5:20)  and  is  de¬ 
nounced  by  Jesus.  Jesus  clearly  re¬ 
garded  Satan  and  Beelzebub  as  the 
same  person. 

VL  Jesus’  comments  about  Ms  family 
(12:46-59.) 

The  story  about  the  visit  to  Jesus  of 
his  mother  and  brothers  is  used  to 
point  out  that  to  faith  believers  be¬ 
came  the'real  family  of  Jesus. 


Success  is  the  ability  to  get  along 
with  some  people,  and  ahead  of  others 

No  matter  how  many  new  transla¬ 
tions  of  the  Bible  come  out,  the  people 
still  sin  the  same  way. 


Honduras  radio 
being  heard 
all  over  world 


Radio  Station  HRXK,  in  Puerto 
Lempira,  Honduras,  is  now  being 
heard  all  over  the  world.  This  broad¬ 
cast  station,  installed  by  James  Smith 
of  Globa]  Outreach,  Tupelo,  Miss. ,  ear¬ 
lier  this  year,  was  designed  to  reach 
the  many  remote  villages  scattered 
throughout  eastern  Honduras. 

Earlier  tests  showed  that  reception 
in  these  villages  was  excellent,  Smith 
said.  “Later  checks  revealed  that  the 
station  was  being  heard  all  over  Hon¬ 
duras,  and  in  other  countries  of 
Centra]  America,”  he  added.  “Then 
letters  began  coming  to  from  all  over 
the  world  reporting  reception  of  the 
station.  To  date,  we  have  letters  re¬ 
porting  reception  from  25  states  in 
America,  plus  eight  other  countries.” 

Landon  Wilkerson,  independent 
Baptist  missionary  who  broadcasts 
from  Puerto  Lempira,  has  two  players 
of  cassette  tapes  and  plays  topes  of 
religious  music,  adding  new  topes  to 
the  program  as  he  receives  them  by 
mail.  The  station  can  also  (day  reel  to 
reel  tapes  and  records,  Smith  stated. 

HRXK  broadcasts  with  500  watts  on 
generator  power  at  the  frequency  of 
4.91  MHZ.  The  times  of  operation  are 
from  6  a.m.  til  8  a.m.  and  6  p.m.  til  8 
p.m.  each  day.  The  English  language 
programming  is  from  7  p.m.  to  7:30 
p.m.  Most  of  the  other  programs  are  to 
Spanish. 

The  station,  which  is  the  only  broad¬ 
cast  radio  station  in  the  entire  area, 
seeks  to  provide  a  varied  program 
with  religious  emphasis. 


W.  C.  Jackson  named 
to  Southern  staff 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)-Walter  C. 
Jackson  IU,  a  veteran  pastor,  chap¬ 
lain  and  educator,  has  been  named  di¬ 
rector  of  supervised  experience  in 
ministry  and  professor  of  ministry  by 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary. 

Jackson,  director  of  the  department 
of  pastoral  care  for  the  Baptist  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  of  Oklahoma,  Oklahoma 
City,  will  join  the  seminary  Jan.  1. 

He  will  be  responsible  for  overseeing 
all  ministerial  placement  at  the  semi¬ 
nary  and  will  be  responsible  for  South¬ 
ern’s  emphasis  on  practical  and 
spiritual  preparation  for  ministry. 


A  friend  is  one  who  walks  in  when  the ' 
rest  of  the  world  walks  out. 

Some  folks  think  they  are  busy  when 
they  are  only  confused. 


Banquet  “just  outstanding” 

The  fifth  annual  Pastors,  Deacons,  and  Wives'  Banquet-Conference,  sponsored  by 
the  Covington  and  Jefferson  Davis  Baptist  Association,  was  held  on  Thursday  even¬ 
ing,  Nov.  5.  The  265  persons  from  two  associations  met  at  the  associatkmal  Baptist 
Center.  They  represented  26  cpurches.  A  meal  was  provided.  Special  guest  speaker 
was  Chester  Vaughn,  program  director,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  top 
photo.  The  entertainment  was  under  direction  of  Ralph  Cranford,  pastor  ot  Ebenezer 
Baptist  Church,  Jett  Davis  Association.  He  and  the  musical  group,  “The  Beasleys" 
provided  music  for  the  capacity  crowd,  bottom  photo.  L.  B.  Atchison,  director  of 
missions,  said  “The  banquet  was  just  outstanding.” 

- Devotional - - 

Missions  while  it  is  day 

By  Charles  HolifleM,  pastor,  Liberty 
John  9:1-12 

Jesus  said  in  John  9:4  “I  must  work  the  works  of  him  that  sent  me  while  it  is 
day;  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work.” 

The  story  of  the  man  born  blind  opens  with  the  age  old  question  of  the  problem 
of  evil  and  suffering  in  human  experience.  1 1  closes  with  a  man 
transformed  both  to  spiritual  and  physical  sight.  The  disciples 
posed  the  question  of  “why”  about  human  pain  and  penalty. 
They  were  about  as  normal  as  you  could  find  to  wanting  to  find 
someone  to  place  the  blame  upon.  Their  question  was  could  it 
be  the  parents  or  his  sins.  The  force  of  the  words  is  that  Jesus 
brushed  aside  the  question  ol  “why”  to  get  to  the  more  pres¬ 
sing  question  of  what  to  do  about  it.  “Neither ....  but  I  must 
work  the  works  of  him  that  sent  me  while  it  is  day;  the  night 
cometh  when  no  man  can  work.” 

Hoi  if  told  :  In  this  experience  Jesus  reveals  to  all  of  us  for  all  time  that 

God  is  more  involved  to  the  urgency  of  our^present  time  pain  and  our  future 
potential  than  in  an  investigation  of  the  facts  of  the  why.  He  is  looking  to  us  to  do 
something  about  the  now  with  urgency. 

We  must  never  become  narrow  to  our  thinking,  teaching  and  practice  concern¬ 
ing  missions  and  our  church  budget  It  is  not  right  nor  biblical  to  support  one 
without  the  other.  Our  tithe  goes  to  support  the  church  budget  and  then  our  love 
offering  goes  to  support  our  special  love  offerings  such  as  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering. 

My  witness  in  missions  is  needed  now.  The  thrust  of  it  is  urgent.  . .  .  night  is 
coming  when  no  man  can  work.  Then  the  dead  will  need  no  food.  The  sick  child 
who  will  die  soon  will  need  no  doctor  or  medical  attention.  The  gospel  message  is 
needed  now  and  this  requires  the  commitment  of  all  of  us  to  share  in  prayer, 
offerings,  and  participa  tion  so  that  the  people  of  our  world  will  have  an  opportun¬ 
ity  to  hear  and  respond  to  the  message  of  our  Lord. 

We  must  assume  our  responsibility  to  missions  while  it  is  yet  day. 


(U  tjJt-  jlUlb  ClUOti 


